
C OLLABORATIVE LEARNING, CRITICAL THINKING, 
inter-disciplinary learning; the world today is changing 
right in front of our eyes.  The way we educate young peo-

ple today is critical in their social and psychological development.  
Mid-Pacific is geared towards meeting today’s generation’s needs 
as it continues to make significant strides in promoting these traits 
and in focusing on the 21st century.  1965 Mid-Pacific graduate, 
Ron Yara is helping the school reach new levels of modern learn-
ing and truly believes in the direction the school is headed.  Ron’s 
accomplishments and decorated career in the electronics industry 
is a result of a solid upbringing, a terrific work ethic and strong 
morals, values and beliefs. 

Born and raised on the island of Lanai, Ron grew up in a tight 
knit pineapple plantation community.  Outdoor life, whether it be 

in the ocean or the forest was a big thing and Ron describes his 
childhood on Lanai as “a great time and place to grow up”.  While 
at Lanai Elementary School and Lanai High School as a 9th grader, 
Ron’s parents Miriam and Choyu instilled great values into their 
three sons including Ron’s brothers, Edward and Charlie.  “My 
dad would always preach to me at a very young age, in the work-
ing world, if you are getting paid, you have a responsibility to earn 
what you get, it is not your employer’s responsibility.  He taught me 
the notion of working hard and to not embarrass the family name, 
which is very important.”  Ron would go on to say, “as for my mom, 
her thing was to always take pride in what you do, if you are go-
ing to do something, do it well, that’s your responsibility.”  These 
values and beliefs would stick with Ron throughout life and were 
really the foundation of the person he has become today.
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MID-PACIFIC  
RECEIVES $200,000 
GIFT FOR IMMERSIVE 
TECHNOLOGY

This spring, Mid-Pacific Institute received a 
cornerstone $200,000 gift to launch the school’s 
cutting-edge Immersive Technology Initiative 
from alumnus Ron Yara ’65 and his wife Margaret 
(Maggie) Eaton from Carmel, California. 

The Immersive Technologies Initiative is part 
of a $1 million fundraising effort over five years 
to provide a 3-D animation and game design 
studio expansion and to enhance a robust 
virtual reality curriculum.  

Yara, a long-time innovator in semi-conduc-
tor related technologies and investments, and 
Maggie, an attorney and former general counsel 
at the Stanford University Medical Center, see 
immersive technologies like virtual reality as 
integral to teaching and learning at Mid-Pacific.  

“We are proud to support Mid-Pacific in 
this effort to expose the latest and best tech-
nologies for Mid-Pacific students and their 
teachers.  As Mid-Pacific is a leader in the 
application of technologies in their curriculum 
in Hawaii and nationwide, we are excited to in-
vest in this program,” said Ron Yara.  “We are 
very interested in the integration of science, 
environment, and the arts,” added Maggie.  

If you are interested in supporting this 
initiative, please contact Gary Cordova, Vice 
President for Institutional Advancement at 
gcordova@midpac.edu or (808) 973-5016.
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In the fall of 1962, Ron moved away from home for the first time 
as he began his educational career at Mid-Pacific as a very im-
pressionable, wide-eyed 10th grader.  The school was a dormitory 
school at the time and coming to Honolulu to live in a dorm sound-
ed like a great adventure to him.  Some of his high school buddies 
still reminisce about an experience Ron had with a pay phone at 
the boy’s dorm.  Coming from Lanai City which only had a total 
of three pay phones at the time, Ron one day was disturbed that a 
particular pay phone would not give him back 15 cents in change.  
This pay phone was apparently too high tech for a kid from Lanai.  
Ironically Ron went on to play a significant role in the electronics 
industry for over 40 years!

Ron really became fond of math and physics while at Mid-Pa-
cific.  It was then when he realized that he wanted to explore a 
career in electrical engineering.  Barbara Ching, who at the time 
was Mid-Pacific’s senior class advisor and academic counselor had 
a tremendous influence on Ron.  “She really helped guide me and 
keep me on the right path; when she asked me what I wanted to 
do my senior year, I said a career in electrical engineering and she 
immediately suggested Purdue as a college I should go to.  That is 
one of the reasons why I chose that school along with the fact that 
they were known to be strong in that field.”  One of the most benefi-
cial experiences for Ron at Mid-Pacific was having the opportunity 
to be the senior class president.  “I really got an appreciation with 
working with others and getting things done as a group.  There was 
a lot of project-based learning while being in office which I really 
enjoyed and I feel this helped me tremendously in life and in the 
working world.”  Ironically, this way of learning is the direction 
the school is headed today.  Ron would go on to say, “Collabora-
tive learning; learning how to work with others; to solve problems 
through critical thinking; in my opinion is so much more valuable 
in life today as opposed to sitting through a lecture and memoriz-
ing notes to pass a test.”

After graduating from Mid-Pacific in 1965, Ron went on to enroll 
at Purdue University in West Lafayette, Indiana as an electrical en-
gineering major.  He says the transition of being so far away from 
home was not that hard mainly because of the dorm life he expe-
rienced at Mid-Pacific.  “I was really on my own for three years 
already since 10th grade so the transition wasn’t too bad” says Ron.  
The most valuable lessons he experienced in college was being in 
a fraternity and learning how to work through tough problems as 
a group.  “I really learned how to work as a team in that fraternity, 
being in office at Mid-Pacific groomed me and prepared me for this 
and they were very important lessons” says Ron.  “I formed life – 
long friendships and relationships there as well as from Mid-Pacif-
ic and my schools on Lanai.  Those experiences had so much more 
meaning to me than any lecture or test I would take.”

After graduating from Purdue in 1969, Ron would go on to get 
his master’s degree at the University of Santa Clara in 1973 before 
beginning his illustrious career in the electronics field.  He would 
go on to work for notable companies such as McDonnell Douglas, 
Data Pathing, Raytheon and Intel Corporation.  While working in 
the electrical engineering field for the first several years after col-
lege, it was at Intel Corporation where Ron would make the tran-
sition to the marketing field.  Intel is a multinational technology 
company headquartered in Santa Clara and is one of the largest 

and highest valued semiconductor companies in the world.  They 
offered Ron a product marketing position after they came away 
impressed with Ron’s application notes on how to use the prod-
uct that SMS (Short Message Service) had developed to support 
a microprocessor that Intel had just produced.  Ron would go on 
to spend ten years with this prestigious company.  “Intel was an 
amazing place to learn marketing. This was a time when they were 
just beginning to develop a market for microprocessors, before 
they became personal computers” says Ron.  

After his career at Intel, Ron would go on to explore a career as 
a venture capitalist.  He was heavily involved in three startups for 
different companies, including S3 Incorporated, which remains as a 
leading provider of system engineering today.  He would also get in-
volved in funding and supporting businesses in low income commu-
nities in the Bay Area by sitting on the board for a non-profit organi-
zation helping create jobs and economic opportunity for these small 
businesses.  Ron would mentor a lot of these disadvantaged start up 
owners with business plans on his own personal time.  “There is a 
large community of entrepreneurs in the Bay Area that benefit from 
this network and I am happy to help in any way I can” says Ron.  

Today, Ron and Maggie, his wife Maggie of 32 years, live in the 
quiet confines of Carmel in Northern California where they are en-
joying retired life.  It was not until just two years ago when Ron 
would really begin to become involved with the Mid-Pacific fam-
ily again.  “I just happened to be in Honolulu in the fall of 2014 
when Paul Turnbull (President of Mid-Pacific Institute) took me 
on a tour of the campus and I came away very impressed.  I was 
amazed how far the school has come with all the advanced tech-
nological facilities and the opportunities the school had to offer for 
young students today” says Ron. Ron and Maggie continue to help 
fund and monitor the Immersive Technology program (sidebar) 
as it slowly comes to fruition.  “I always felt it was important for 
Mid-Pacific to promote themselves and continue to make connec-
tions to help broaden its horizons” says Ron.

 Having made that connection with the school these last two years, 
Ron has spent time reading about and getting a better understanding 
of the issues regarding Kindergarten through 12th grade education.  

Along with Ron’s generosity and commitment to helping the 
Immersive Technology program, he has become a member of the 
school’s strategic planning committee. He also won the Waahila 
Award last year.  This award recognizes alums that have done well in 
their respective fields.  Ron would also like to actively pursue help-
ing Lanai High School and Elementary School in any way he can.  

“I really feel Mid-Pacific is headed in the right direction, I share 
their vision and am of the same opinion that the learning process 
students go through significantly enhances when they are active-
ly engaged.”  Ron would go on to say, “Lectures are not actively 
engaging.  Participating in group projects, project-based learning, 
working with others to solve problems through critical thinking; 
this is engaging because it’s fun and that’s where learning occurs.  
Mid-Pacific has been and continues to work towards this new 
way of learning.”  Ron really takes to heart a quote he heard in a 
Mid-Pacific documentary – “the traditional lecture based teaching 
succeeded in beating the curiosity out of students.”  Mid-Pacific’s 
Ron Yara is living proof that the school’s vision for the future can 
lead to success in the working world and in life.


