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Dear Mid-Pacific ‘Ohana, 
 
In an ordinary school year, Mid-Pacific students and families would have returned to
campus this week, excited to reunite with good friends and compare Spring Break
adventures. Caring and connecting with each other is a big part of who we are as a
community, which makes these extraordinary times of necessary social distancing
especially difficult.
 
While we are all working and learning from home, may you enjoy #owlstrong, a
compilation of stories, pictures and news from the Mid-Pacific community. The purpose of
this weekly newsletter is to share what’s happening in our community and how, even
during these times of separation, we are united as a caring ‘ohana that values innovation,
creativity, and diversity as we have for 112 years. We hope this peek into the lives of our
current families, faculty, staff and alumni uplifts, supports and connects us all until we can
be together once again.
 
Whether you share a picture, a story or participate in a contest, we welcome contributions
from your nest. Please use the links below to submit your entries and remember to use
#midpacific #owlstrong on your social media posts.
 
Until we see one another again, please continue to take good care, be safe, and be well.

E Kūlia Kākou,
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Paul Turnbull, Ph.D.
President

April 1 was Mid-Pacific’s first day of virtual learning. Curious about how things went?
Here’s a peek into the classrooms for a look at what it was like:

Preschool begins their day with ‘Welina Mānoa’ - led by Pi‘i T.  VIDEO

Dance teacher Mrs. Yojo teaches her 6th grade PVA class a simple routine on this first day
of class VIDEO then ends with guest cameos by some four-legged friends and class
dismissal.  VIDEO

Here’s what it looks like on the other side of the screen in Mrs. Yojo’s Contemporary Dance
class. Nice job, Ava ’25!  VIDEO

High school math teacher Mr. Hangai gives instruction in his virtual classroom.  VIDEO

Kahu Davis addresses Mid-Pacific faculty and staff, as they returned from Spring Break to
their virtual classrooms.  VIDEO

Hello to Mid-Pacific's students logging in
from afar! In this picture, one of
Mrs.Balubar's students joins the
classroom at 5:45 a.m. (10:45 a.m  Hawaii
time) from Korea. Good morning, Eileen
’30 and Geo ’34!

For more pictures from day one,
click here.
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Thank you to the families and teachers for sharing your scenes from your homes!
We hope to have more to share in the coming weeks. Have a great video to share

of your virtual classroom? Submit it here.  

From the Owl’s Nest
As stay-at-home/work-at-home becomes our new reality, some families have found great
ways to make the most of their time together. 
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Michelle (Christoper ’32) Saoit started #OwlsFly2020 to collect posts from fellow Owl
families of pictures taken from the keiki point of view. She shared, “I thought it'd be a good
idea to reframe our experience and amplify the children's voices; flood my social media
feed with light and clarity, and share it with others who might need it, too. In true Mid-
Pacific fashion, give the children the opportunity to use different tools and mediums (e.g.
photography, painting, acting, singing) to express themselves. In times of uncertainty and
disorder, children always seem to remind us of the importance and joy of living in the
present moment.” Thank you to the Saoit and Dods families for the permission to share
your photos!

As the stay-at-home order went into effect, Heidi Kim ’91 and her boys, Eli ’24 and Simon
’24 Sniffen, planted some tomatoes, basil, and oregano. The goal is to have a few
spoonfuls of homegrown sauce to share once we can all leave our homes again.

Have suggestions for family fun or examples of what you’re doing while at home?

Alumni Chicken Sale
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The Mid-Pacific Institute Alumni Association would like to extend a very special thank you
to all those who have shown support over the years, and this year especially, for our
annual Chicken Sale Fundraiser. Although we were very excited to see everyone today
(April 4) for this annual tradition, your health and safety are most important. During this
time, please know that the MPIAA is more committed than ever to "Owls for Owls" - and
providing much needed scholarship assistance and grants for our students and families.
 
Mahalo to those of you who have already sent in your orders and donations. We are
offering a full refund. However, if you would prefer to donate your original payment, we
would be happy to acknowledge the full amount of your monetary donation. Please contact
the Alumni Office at alumni@midpac.edu or (808) 973-5007 to indicate your preference by
Friday, April 18.
 
A special thank you goes out to those of you who have reached out to us and generously
converted your chicken ticket payment into a donation. We are proud to say that donations
have reached over $18,000, and we are truly overwhelmed with your generosity. Please
know that you are making a difference in the lives of our students, and as always, we
appreciate your faithful commitment to Mid-Pacific.

Answering the Call
In this time of crisis, Owls have stepped up in support of their communities. Here are just a
few examples of how they are contributing their time, talent and resources. 
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Andrew Min ’04 and the employees of Min Plastics & Supply, Inc. are working non-
stop to produce face shields for donation during the Covid-19 pandemic.

"Mid-Pacific is honored to be involved in supporting our community and, while students are
at home, our campus 3D printers are now being utilized for a very important reason:
keeping our health care providers healthy” – Brian Grantham, Mid-Pacific Director of
Education Technology
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Bamboo Catering, owned by Jason Takemura ’95, is among the local businesses teaming
with the Motiv8 Foundation and Island Insurance Foundation to provide meals to more
students while schools are shut down due to COVID-19.

Whether here in Hawaii, the mainland, or on distant shores, we need your
help in calling out Owls who are doing amazing things to help their communities

during the coronavirus crisis. Tell us about them here.

Owls For Owls
Mid-Pacific alumni business owners/employees are doing their best to continue to offer
great services to our community while keeping the safety and health of their customers in
mind. Let’s show our support for them – Owls for Owls – during this challenging time. 

Bamboo Catering
Jason Takemura ’95, Chef & Owner
Phone: (808) 387-0421
Email: jason@bamboocatering.net
Facebook: Bamboo Catering
Instagram: @bamboo_catering
www.bamboocatering.net
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MW Restaurant
Wade Ueoka ’93, Chef & Co-Owner
Phone: (808) 955-6505
Location: 1538 Kapi‘olani Blvd. Ste. 107
Email: info@mwrestaurant.com
Facebook: MW Restaurant
Instagram: @mwrestaurant
mwrestaurant.com/

Hamada General Store
Brandon Hamada ’93, General Manager & Co-Owner
Phone: (808) 379-1992
Location: 885 Queen Street
Email: info@hamadageneralstore.com
Facebook: Hamada General Store
Instagram: @hamadageneralstore
hamadageneralstore.com/

Zach’s Event Catering
Zach Inouye ’99, Chef & Owner
Phone: (808) 398-0001
Email: zachseventcatering@gmail.com
Facebook: Zach’s Event Catering 
Instagram: @zachseventcatering
zachseventcatering.com/

If you know of any businesses with an alumni connection that would like to be listed in this
newsletter, please email Heidi Bow, Director of Alumni Relations at alumni@midpac.edu.

Just Something to Brighten your Day
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When this video was made back in August at Leadership Camp, who would
have known how much our lives would change. Amidst the many worries of our world

today, here’s hoping you are able to Hakuna Matata, every once and awhile.
Many thanks to the class officers and advisors from the class of 2024 through 2020

for brightening our day.

A Resource for Parents
Thank you to parents for supporting your children during this first week of virtual learning.
Please visit the “Our Owl Community” page in myPueo (in Groups) for links, information

and FAQs to further assist you. You’ll find Health and Wellness resources as well as a link
to the Virtual Learning Resource Board under Topics. 

If you have any questions, please contact Heidi Kim, Parent Relations Liaison
at (808) 973-5022 or hkim@midpac.edu.

Our mailing address is:
2445 Ka‘ala Street, Honolulu, HI 96822

myPueo: Our Owl Community Page
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