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In dialogue with drawing and constructing



One of the media this year that has been a strong interest of 
the children has been drawing and constructing with paper.  
Part of this was documented at the beginning of the year and 
can be seen through our photo galleries of the children.  On 
any given day you might see several children drawing in one 
area  or working in our outdoor atelier.  It’s not uncommon to 
see the children carry around with them these drawings and 
constructions as they are meaningful to the children and a 
part of their expression.  


At the beginning of the year there was also some 
documentation on the way they were also combining 
materials in a very interdisciplinary way.


Part of our creativity lies in the ability to see something as 
many things, and this is something that we support with the 
materials we provide.  Like the environment as a third teacher, 
the materials can also provide this.  As the year has unfolded, 
so has the childrenʻs dialogue with these materials.  As we 
provide palettes of materials, as with clay, we can select 
materials that support the children’s ideas.   In this document 
we can see how the addition of a material or lack thereof 
affects how the children invent, create and think through the 
ways they are using materials.  There is strength and 
connection that this community has in the ways they share 
their ideas with each other or lend expertise.  What is also 
exciting is the ability that the children can see in combining 
materials to show their ideas.



As the children continue to work with these 
materials, ideas develop and new ways to 
combine and represent arise.  One thing 
that we look to is the way in which children 
use specific materials because they 
understand it.  It shows us their deeper 
understanding of the quality of the material 
and what it can allow. This might be simple 
or even more complex, but it is very 
significant about the childʻs growing 
cognitive ability.  These understandings  
develop over time.  



In one experience, E plays 
with the ideas of layering 
shapes of paper, tape, 
transparency and color, 
creating very beautiful 
compositions. 

On another day 
she makes a shift 
as she uses this

technique to 
represent some 
ideas within this 
picture. One 
detail she uses is 
the transparency 
of color in the 
tape to represent 
the idea of being 
almost empty (the 
blue one) and the 
red circle as 
being full. 



We can see as N combines 

specific materials to show his idea of 
crying.  Notice as he uses the

shape of the paper because itʻs like eyes, 
and then he adds the tears with the 
drawing materials.  Notice the strips of 
paper move to show that his legs can 
walk.

A also uses this idea of shape to show her ideas, 
except that she cuts the circles to make more of a 
window for her house. Notice, like N, she uses 
drawing materials to add details to her house.



One idea and inventive way we have seen many children use the combination of 
materials is by creating a 3-d window, or flap, or even a representation of something 
specific like the wing of a bird.  It’s  interesting as the children master the idea of 
making the structure itself out of paper and then adding the details with the drawing 
materials. These additional pieces of paper become functional parts of their work.

R adds her family inside  the house she has created. Notice how 
she is able to represent her idea of inside by adding this flap.



How clever to show the idea of flower that is closed 

and then opens! Without the paper she added, this idea would have been hard to show.

Hidden marks with abilities to open and shut.



L uses the circles to represent an idea that would be hard to do with drawing.  Notice how the circles are taped 
down on one side this is because they are wings and they are able to flap.  She secures the circle in the middle as 
she represents the sun.



Here E uses the material and what she understands about it to show a specific idea and it’s 
qualities.  She could have drawn a bridge, but instead used the paper to bend and connect 
to show the curve of the bridge.

K uses the shapes of the paper 
as a way to show ”inside.”  The 
circle paper represents the 
stomach and all the things 
inside the stomach.

Here again H could have drawn the face over the painting, but instead 
chooses to use the paper to represent a person, like a background and  a 
character.



We think again about the idea that part of creativity is the ability to see the many functions of the same object.  In 
the pallet provided here,  string was added. Notice all of the ways in which the children used the string.

E carefully punched out 
each circle and 
connected 

to the tape.  She 
demonstrates how to use 
it by spinning around.   
Notice that she used an 
aspect of the quality of 
the string in her design 
as she and understood 
how it moved

At left we 
observe as K 
also uses the 
strings ability to 

Move and catch 
the wind.



Weaving through

Here L creates a structure out of 
paper before using the string as 
a way to connect it to her hand.  
This idea of creating something 
that can be connected to oneself 
has also been reoccurring.

Here the string gives their creations a 
way to move. M and K  demonstrate 
how they can move in multiple ways.

At left N uses 
the string to 
paper becoming 
a curvy line

which also has a 
function — you 
can hold it.

Below the string becomes 
an accent to make a family 
picture more “beautiful.”



Like the string, sometimes providing a simpler pallet can challenge the children’s thinking about the material and its 
quality.  Just offering strips of paper can help facilitate the idea of using the paper in different ways.  Here we see the 
many ways in which children transformed a strip of paper.





N asks J to show him how she is 
making the shape she has created 
with the paper.  After showing him, 
he continues to build upon her idea 
creating another idea around a 
wearable creation.  It’s a moment we 
often observe in our community as 
children lend each other ideas.



Within the children’s drawings we also observe 
motifs and designs, like the added marks and 
details with their paper work construction.





These motifs and designs have also surfaced in the 
handprints the children have been making. One day 
a child worked on tracing her own hand and then 
designing the inside of it.  It was very interesting to 
other children, and they too wanted to try.



Perhaps part of this is that the child can create the shape using their 
own body, and it is part of them, like the idea of the first cave paintings 
ever found of handprints on the wall.  The other piece is that yes they all 
have hands but they are also able to put their unique touches within the 
hand, lending their motifs and designs to each other.  We can see how 
they are different but aspects of the motifs are also at times 
incorporated or added.  If you notice often the finger might have a 
separate line or different color.  Many of the hands have a middle design 
like the ones below.  At the beginning these were just drawings but as 
they have progressed many of the children are now cutting them out.  



As we continue this year and documentation around this media, it is wonderful to also 
watch as the children not only share ideas, teach and create together.


