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As our inquiry has unfolded, 
we have settled into 
researching spaces. Teachers 
have been researching the 
way the children have been 
making sense of their worlds 
through the lens of how they 
move through spaces.  The 
ways they move, invent, 
create games, and pretend. 
The space that the children 
named “Dizzy rolling space” 
has become our stage!  As we 
have worked there, some 
important aspects have have 
risen to the top. 

One is that the things that are 
in the space dictate the way 
the children move within it as 
you can see at left.  Without 
this tree being here none of 
these children would of 
invented these movements.  
We often talk about the theory 
of the Hundred Languages, 
that the child has hundreds of 
ways of thinking, creating, 
interacting. There are 100ʻs of 
ways in which a child could 
move within this tree space.  
An important point is that we 
did not tell the children that 
they could not do that, but 
imagine if we had? Then they 
would not have been able to 
create all these clever 
interesting ways…. 



The space has become a place to research movement, and ways to 
move in specific micro spaces, like the fence or the benches. As they try 

a movement, their friends also try.  We see that they negotiate, 
collaborate, and test out the space.



Even the rolling down the hill the children have invented different ways, for 
instance, their bodies in different positions.

Notice at left how this 
child arms are tucked


At his sides while 
rolling

While this child tries 

putting hands by his 

head and bending his 
leg.

This child puts his 
arms straight up.



Like a dancer or athlete, the children practice,  edit, revise, and test out 
different ideas.  But are they aware of this? Are they aware of the nuances 

of movement, of inventing, and pretending?  Are they aware of the 
nuances of the space?

Even parts the structures have become places to make their games 
more interesting, and add the element of surprise!



This week we have begun to offer some provocations with this 
research in mind. 

One provocation has been to slow down, and to be in the space, using all our 
senses.  What do the children notice, hear, smell, feel, taste?  



What’s very interesting is that the children w ere very much attuned to  the 
elements of the space, as they were in their community 


learning story drawings.

The wind,  the light and shadow, the temperature, the movement of sound, th 
relationship of the ands and birds, and the idea of change, as one child said, 

“Each day is different.”



I heard the birds chirping. They 
were singing. 
I felt the wind. It was cold. (notice 
the swirls on her paper)
I saw a tree. It was big and really 
wide. It had a lot of branches. The 
bottom was big and if it went up the 
branches got smaller. 

I felt the tree. It felt good and smooth. What 
part was smooth? The flat part (pointing to 
the trunk). The part on the bottom that was 
oval was a little spikey. 
This is the sunlight (rectangle coming from 
the bottom of the sun). It felt a little warm 
and really cold. 



This was the sky and the clouds. It looks tiny. 
(bottom) By this tree, there was this hose. Looks 
like what you use when you wash your car. This is 
the big tree. These dot things, they are pokey and 
they stick on to the tree. The grass was wet. You 
know how when we have tears in our eyes. I drew 
that. The leaves are on top of the tree. It’s a coconut 
tree. When I looked up in the sky, I saw two 
airplanes. A bird was flying. I could see its beak. 

The sun was shining bright and the 
clouds were moving. The snail and 
the ant and the other snail, butterfly 
and bumblebee were hiding from the 
shade. The slug moving so slow to 
get nice coverage like so it doesn’t 
get hit from the sun or else it will get 
all dried up. (creating)

Near the bushes, I saw a butterfly 
drinking nectar. 



Sound went into my ear, disappeared like 5 mins ago. The sound is like a mole, going into the 
ground I don’t know where it went. The sound is like a mole, going into the ground. The sound is 
nowhere. Like almost finding a legendary pokemon. (Notice the childʻs theory of how sound 
disasters and the metaphor he uses to describe it.

Change:

Each day is different. 
How is it today?
It’s quieter, so cold
The wind
There’s only one sound
2 sounds, birds chirping, errrrr (air conditioner)
There is some leaves falling down, more missing leaves
The tree almost looks like a monster, has so many arms
near a beeping sound, came and went, almost like a ghost
When we came here, it was wet, now it’s dry. It didnt rain last night 
(Notice how the children notice the elements, even how the child speculates that it hasnʻt rained the night before.)

Birds: 
bird inside the tree 
I saw three birds flying up in the sky. 
I saw bird nest in the tree. 
TR-I see birds splitting up. They fly together then they split up. I think they’re going on a mission, one bird 
has a treasure and the other birds are trying to get it.( Here we see the child speculations that birds, like 
children, play together.) 

Shadows 
It looks like it’s moving because the sun is orbiting so the shadows will change. 
Not all shadows moves- only people not the plants.  
Is it the sun or the shadow is moving the space? 
I think it’s the tree that’s moving.  
(Look at the different ideas around shadows and movement) 

Some of the childrenʻs observations



Metaphors of movement

As a way to further research their own movements this week, we have 
begun to look at the videos we have taken with the children.  At first it was 
challenging as the children were not used to looking at the details within 
their movements, the way their fingers and hands were positioned or legs, 
body arching, the idea of the movement itself and the different variations of 
the movements.  But as time went on, they made many amazing 
observations and metaphors of what there were noticing… 


His hair is flying, like a water wheel
On the fence and railing

kinda like the monkey bars
like a different move, I’m holding on to the top bar
when they swing, their feet is on the … wall
they going backwards and forwards 

We have just begun this provocation so we will share more soon!

N sharing what he noticed about the toes in 
one of the videos and how they were 
pointed.

L re-enacting the spin from this video


