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Our documentation is always so vital as it is a key tool in reflection.  For teachers, it gives us a window into the children 
and the way they think, their processes and strategies, the relationships that develop with each other and materials.  It 
is key in helping us understand and know what, when, and how to offer materials.  In a visual sense, it also helps us to 
understand the way in which children work with materials and the threads between materials.  


Materials help children think in different ways, but our documentation can also help us to see reoccurring ideas.  The 
children’s work with clay, drawing, paper construction, natural and found materials transcends elements of design, 
composition and constructions. Within this is also a layer of the children and the way they pass along visual ideas and 
work together. These elements transcend time, space, and media.  Ideas around…

Visual ideas that are passed along



Connecting and intersecting





Balance



Shape



Curves and arches



Lines and mark making



The nuances of 
 the micro



Ways in which things fit together in new 
ways…



Form, construction, creating



Over the past month, the children have been 
offered provocations by the way of materials to 
continue to support and develop their ideas.

For instance, sometimes removing materials 
such as tools can have children think in new 
ways to build with materials like clay.  While 
children worked with materials to create a 
dome, in parallel the children were also offered 
a different way to construct with clay by just 
using coils.  This was offered continuously and 
in different ways, sometimes just coils, 
sometimes coils and balls, and sometimes 
coils, balls, and materials to support their 
design, composition, and construction. Even 
offering the materials without any clay at all on 
a blank pallet of the table so children could 
work together.  What unfolded were the ways in 
which children continued to develop in 
combining their visual ideas (at right), 
combining arches with intersections, balance, 
to inspire ideas around symmetry and pattern.  
The children were thinking more carefully about 
specific materials for visual aesthetics.  
Together they developed ways in which to 
work, their roles, sometimes creating rules 
within what they were creating.  

Notice the visual combination of ideas, balance, curves and form, symmetry, lines and designs.



With our first experiences of just using coils,  the children created a simple pallet where they could continue to 
investigate composition, construction, and design.



Because of the malleability of the material, we 
can see new ways of intersecting and 
connecting.



Designs and compositions

At left L later drew her design she had created out of clay



Construction 



On another day a base was offered for children to build onto.   

Children experimented with textures and shapes, connecting 
ideas.

Here we see E use the coils to create a symmetry of arcs and patterns.

In J and Nʻs design, they  also used 
textures creating lines and patterns on 
the base by creating straight lines to 
cover the top.

E used balls, a composition of 
multiples to create his work



Here in these two designs we can see the emergence of a combination of elemental ideas —
arcs, balance, connecting and intersecting,  constructing, shapes, symmetry and patterns.



When documenting this work, there was also a shift in how the children, working in small groups, developed ways in which to 
create together.  

What was fascinating to me as a documenter was how much the materials were revealed to be important to the aesthetics of 
their work, or even the specific arrangement of them.  It also revealed the creative processes of the group vs one child.

That particular day the materials were 
all mixed together, so before the 
children even started, they spent a 
great deal of time separating the 
materials, which actually became a 
very important part of their process.  
Because they spent time looking 
carefully at the materials and knew 
what they wanted to use as they 
began, this added an additional 
connection to the materials 
themselves and provided a pre-
planning experience for them.

K-I put the green ones in here.

E-Wow guys look at this! 

K-Isnʻt this fun? it’s like collecting green 
sea glass.


Notice the green glass that they had 
enjoyed organizing and used as a focal 
point of their design.




,

K-Okay, there's all our stuff and let's start.  
E-Hey, guys, I'm so happy and proud. A  little bit here and a little bit there  
The girls carefully look through the materials before adding it. 
E- Can I put this one? 
K-Look, A,  look at my idea (as she puts on one of the materials) 
E-Do you want to put this pearl on? 
K-Sure, yes! 
E-That’s perfect guys! I’m proud of you  
K-and A, I’m proud of you,. 
(They reposition the containers) 
E-Hey,  guys, add a twirl, if you have one add it 
One child suggests that they don’t need coils or balls. But later A adds a 
bow shape (she had created this idea on another day so she was also 
revisiting her idea). The other two students accept this idea into the design. 
Later N enters and begins working with them. He adds a coil around the 
whole base and exclaims, “Look what I’m doing!”

N adding his visual idea – a line 
around the row of crystals that the 
children later add the small green 

glass to.



As we reflect on how they creatively worked together, they 
respected each other’s ideas, worked at the same time, 
encouraged each other, asked each other if it was ok, their 
opinion, and showed each other their ideas.  



J, too, is very 
particular about the 
materials he selects, 
his favorite being 
marbles.  In his earlier 
designs, he tried 

to find ways for for 
them not to roll but 
here you can see as 
the other material 
lends itself to balance, 
and he is able to solve 
this problem.  Notice 
the symmetry, curves, 
patterns and beautiful 
design he has 
composed.

Here again we can see as M constructs his ideas blending all of the visual elements.  M also picks specific materials like the tiny green 
glass that we can see in many of the compositions by the children, as they are a favorite material of many of the children, reminiscent of 
the small materials the children love to collect.



In this group there was not a lot of 
discussion before one child began with the 
composition above and then began building 
out from there.

A few other children began to build, and they naturally 
began building off of the original work

As one child begins to create a pathway with the 
tiles, she puts them white side up, while the 
other child who had begun building tells her that 
it goes the other way, the brown side up.  She 
also shows the other child what she means by 
turning the tile up.  The child says, like this?  
And then continues on with the tiles side up.  
This was significant because one child had a 
visual aesthetic she wanted to continue with, 
and the other child not only accepted and 
honored this but continued to build in this way.  
These types of interactions and decisions also 
become part of the visual design.



At another point, one 
child says, “I’m making 
a castle, a very pretty 
castle.

H-There were people 
that once lived here,  
but new people came 
in, but they are gone on 
a trip (offering an 
emerging idea to the 
group).

Another interesting borrowed idea 
that Z had figured out that this 
group had seen was creating a 
closed pathway in order to be able 
to compose with the marbles, 
without them rolling away.  Here 
both H and K are using this idea 
with the marbles.

At another moment as children are gathering specific materials at the same time, E reminds them (in fairness) to take one at a time. 



E - It’s so beautiful, it’s going to be a 
beautiful castle!

E - If we run out we can use these 
ones?

No that’s part of the castle (referring 
to the parts they have already made).

K - And we connected everything!

E - Yea, guys!

E - Like the whole city! Let’s make it 
like the whole city! Yea woohoo!

E - Weʻre connecting yours to mine 
right guys?

H - This is not done yet, not even 
almost done (they are using the whole 
table).

H - These are all the gems!


Here we see E abandon this part of the composition. Later,  as someone 
adds the clear glass beads, she explains that instead they will use the 
crystals. This is important like in the last group where the child advocates for 
their visual idea, and it is accepted and respected by the other child.

What is revealed  
Is not only the 
combination of 
visual elements,  
but also the 
ways in which 
this group works 
together, 
advocating for 
their ideas and 
connecting 
ideas.



Z expressed to N that as 
they worked together that 
he should put the glass 
beads where he thought 
would be a  good place. (In 
a way the rule of this 
composition being 
whatever each other 
thought was visually 
aesthetic.) As they 
composed together they 
noticed one of the nuances 
of the glass beads — its 
reflection. You see N 
leaning down in delight as 
he can see his reflection!  



As our year comes to a close we 
continue to be amazed by the 
work of the children. We will 
continue to provide

experiences that facilitate their 
growth and work together as we 
look to the planning and creating 
of our final work within the forest.
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