
Symbol Making

Kindergarten Inquiry/Atelier March 2022



Which symbol reads most like a cartwheel?  Well, the children together in this group felt that the one 
at the very bottom right was the one that most showed the symbol of a cart wheel.  Their thinking 
revolved around the ideas that you could not be standing straight, or upside down (that looked like a 
handstand) that there had to be enough of a curve for the body to look like it is going down to do a 
cartwheel.  Notice how they also tilted the paper so that it would reflect enough of this curve. Brilliant!




This is the process that every child and group has been going through as a way to think about 
their movements in another media to express their ideas. For instance, we could show someone 
how to do something through symbols or tell them in spoken words. When we think about 
languages, we think about the aspect of thinking in different ways. Thinking though the language 
of movement is different from thinking through the language of symbolic drawing. To take the 
movement into another media allows for this new perspective and thinking. This is critical to our 
inquiry process as children think about the ways they can represent their movements in symbolic 
form. The child has to think about the graphic as it shows the idea of something else. Is it 
readable? Does it make sense? Does it capture the idea?  When they meet with the high school art 
and dance classes to share their ideas, these high school students will need to understand what 
they will then re-interpret in the language of dance and a different art medium. The Kindergartners 
also have many ideas so they are learning to negotiate, collaborate, and co-construct 
understanding.  And wow! The children continue to amaze us as they show us the way they think 
through representing the complexity of their ideas.



The game group had a problem as they were having a hard time representing “freeze tag.” They asked 
M to help them think about what needs to be shown in the symbol. He explains it should be a lot of 
children, some running, some frozen, and someone tagging.  M’s idea thinks about expressing the 
different parts that happen within the game to then become a more readable symbol.  Notice the pad of 
paper as the children make details within their symbols more readable like the person who is counting 
with the eyes shut, or the hands over the eyes of the person in the graphic who is the counter. 



In this group even a slight angle of the 
head, a deeper bend in the body was 
important.  They actual re-drew this symbol 
to make the body bent so it is almost 
touching the ground. This makes it look 
more like the “spider walk.” 



"Prayer Roll”

How can you make a 
symbol for your hands in a 
prayer position.  It was 
very difficult, but the 
children finally figured out 
a way. By drawing a little 
bit of the other hand 
behind it so you know the 
hands are together.



As we continue this editing process, we will also be working on other pieces of our project.  The children will 
collaborate with a high school dance class, with the high school visual art certificate students, as well as representing 
our work with movement in the studio with clay.  Lots of amazing work ahead!

Below is a screenshot of the high school dance students practicing the movements created by the children


