
T HE ANNUAL SCHOOLS of the Future Conference pro-
vides a platform for teachers and administrators from 
Hawaii’s public, private, charter and parochial schools to 

focus on how to best transform our existing schools and create 
new learning environments suitable for the 21st Century. This 
conference is presented by the Hawaii Association of Indepen-
dent Schools, the Hawaii Department of Education and the Ha-
waii Community Foundation.

Mid-Pacific has participated in this initiative and confer-
ence for more than 6 years.

“The SOTF conference provided TED (Principals Tom, Edna 
and Dee) with an opportunity to share the experiences of bringing 
three campuses, that historically existed in silos, into one school 
with a singular focus,” said Middle School Principal Dwayne 
Priester. “The information we shared highlighted the importance 
of providing clear expectations, a willingness to be transparent, 
share decision making and take risks. Most importantly, we want-
ed our fellow administrators to understand that coming together 
as one school is possible -- given a willingness to take the risk.”

The SOTF Conference always offers a rich environment for 
collegiality and peer-to-peer exchange.

“What made our presentation at SOTF this year unique and re-
warding was the very interpersonal nature of it,” said High School 
principal Tom McManus. “We had a room with colleagues from 
throughout the association who listened to the ways we have 
been bridging naturally occurring gaps between divisions and 
shared their own challenges and successes. In this way, our expe-
rience became an invitation to a deeper conversation about what 
it means to live out a school’s mission through collaboration.”

Mcmanus noted that he conference itself was really fun since 
it involved three members of his family. His wife, Micheline, (an 
‘Iolani teacher) teamed with Mid-Pacific’s Laura Davis and Chris 
Ferry on a standing-room-only presentation about improv in the 
classroom. His son, Charlie, co-presented a project that he had de-
vised while working with Sensei Kurashige this year. While that 
was special for the McManus family, it also reflects what makes 
SOTF so special. “We are a strong educational community for our 
keiki because of that sense of ‘ohana across our schools,” he said.

“I really enjoyed the Schools of the Future conference,” said 
Charlie McManus. “I liked getting to meet a lot of teachers from 
all over who gave us good ideas and insight into our project.”

Mid-Pacific’s Middle School was also well represented at 
the conference.

MID-PACIFIC LEADS THE WAY AT THE SCHOOLS 
OF THE FUTURE CONFERENCE (SOTF)
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Middle School teachers Leilani Sills and Melvina Kurashige, 
and their students, offered a glimpse into the Design Thinking 
process, a creative problem-solving class that involves thought-
ful solutions to real-life situations.

“I am very proud of our students who presented at the SOTF 
conference in November,” said Kurashige, Mid-Pacific Middle 
School Japanese Language Teacher. “Students shared their in-
novative Design Thinking projects and were able to articulate 
their Design Thinking process and their prototypes to the audi-
ence. Educators from all over Hawaii and the world were very 
impressed with the students’ knowledge and their meaningful 
and creative work!”

Students collaborated with a class in Tokyo to help the Jap-
anese students with their challenges of living in a big city. Stu-
dents applied design thinking strategies to tap into their creativ-
ity and problem solving skills. Students shared their innovative 
designs and projects, including an innovative robot designed to 
pick up trash!

Design thinking in the classroom provides students with 
motivating and engaging learning experiences for them to 
learn empathy,  perseverance, imagination, and  more. Kyler 
Saiki’s design thinking project that he shared at the SOTF con-
ference was about an app that he designed to help a new stu-
dent at Mid-Pacific. 

“Going to the Schools of the Future Conference was a real-
ly great experience,” Kyler Saiki said. “We met educators, stu-
dents, and a lot more wonderful people. Sharing what we do at 
Mid-Pacific with people from other schools felt amazing. Rep-
resenting our school was an amazing opportunity.”

Ku’i Gillil and talked to attendees about his 3D printed 
prosthetic hand project. 

“Going to the Schools of the Future conference was a great 
experience,” said Gilliland. “I feel this because it was a great 
learning experience. In my experience I was able to talk to 
some of the people that created education websites that we use. 
It was great because I could talk with them and ask them ques-
tions about why they created the websites that we use.”

 “My favorite part of the Schools of the Future conference 
experience was sharing my project with people from oth-
er schools,” said Marissa Nishihara. “I was able to share my 
knowledge of the Design Thinking process and show how we 
incorporated it with a school in Japan. It was fun being an ex-
pert on something that the adults don’t know too much about.”
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MID-PACIFIC PRESENTERS AT THE 2015 CONFERENCE:

Mid-Pacific’s principals make the rounds at SOTF; Upper left and below: Ku’i Gilliland shares his projects at the conference.


