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1 864.  1894.  1908.  What do these three years have in 
common?  All provide a date for when components of 
Mid-Pacific Institute were first created.  While it is more 

commonly known that Mid-Pacific was founded 108 years ago 
in 1908, very few remember the founding dates for our prede-
cessor schools Kawaiaha‘o Female Seminary (1864) and Mills 
Institute (1894).  Our rich school history links us to pivotal pe-
riods in the history of Hawai‘i – the monarchy period of the 
Kingdom, the tumultuous years of the Republic, and the early 
years of Territorial Hawai‘i.  Remembering our past and how 
it links us to our home here in Hawai‘i is part of Mid-Pacific’s 
unique kuleana – privilege and responsibility.

Over the last year, a small group of alumni have begun to 
consolidate, conserve, and catalog documents and artifacts 

related to our school’s history making them more available 
not only to alumni but also to faculty, staff, and students.  It 
is our hope that making these materials accessible will fa-
cilitate their inclusion in classroom curriculums, stimulate 
discussions about the history of Hawai‘i, and enhance the ex-
perience and learning of students by providing them with a 
personal link to that history.

In upcoming issues of Mid-Pacific Today, we hope to high-
light various “finds” from our archive that are reflective of our 
own heritage and legacy and connects us more broadly to the 
histories of Hawai‘i and the World.  Your comments, contribu-
tions, recollections, and insights are welcomed.  You may con-
tact Tomiko (Koco) Conner ’79 at archives@midpac.edu for 
more information.

In 1914, Henri Berger, the bandmaster of the Royal Hawaiian Band wrote a composition/choral piece to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the 
founding of Kawaiaha’o Female Seminary.  The composition set to music a biblical passage that was often used at the school – “And now in God’s love go 
ye forth.  Not to be ministered to, but to minister.”  The piece was sung by students and conducted by Berger as a part of the Semi-Centennial Celebration 
that was held here on our Mānoa campus since by this time Kawaiaha’o had been incorporated as the Girls Department at Mid-Pacific Institute.  

Maestro Henri Berger was appointed by King Kalākaua in 1872 and served as Bandmaster until his death in 1929.  Queen Lili’uokalani called him “The 
Father of (modern) Hawaiian Music.”  Berger also arranged and wrote the music that accompanies Kalākaua’s lyrics for Hawai’i Pono’i which was the 
Kingdom’s national anthem is now Hawaii’s state anthem.  His legacy lives on in the Royal Hawaiian Band which is the oldest municipal band in the U.S.

On October 11, 1946, four-time Olympic Gold Medalist Jesse Owens spoke 
to the students at Mid-Pacific at a school assembly in Wilcox Hall.  The 
front page of the Mid-Pacific Bulletin (the student newspaper precursor 
to Na Pueo) featured the headline “Don’t Let Sports Rule School, Owen 
Advises.”  Owens also spoke on this subject at the University of Hawaii - 
Mānoa where he emphasized the importance of developing the intellect 
along with athletic prowess and expressed his view that sports offered a 
good opportunity to better race relations.  On this trip to Hawai’i, in a show 
of his own physical prowess, Owens raced the islands’ fastest horses in 

two 80-yard dash exhibitions (in Honolulu he was victorious, but in Hilo the 
horse won by a neck).

Jesse Owens’ athletic accomplishments at the 1936 Olympics in Berlin 
famously challenged and rebutted Hitler’s assertions of Aryan supremacy and 
earned Owens the title of “World’s Fastest Human.”  Owens is the subject of 
the recently released biopic “Race”, a film that focuses on the period around 
the Olympics and highlights not only Owens’ athletic accomplishments but 
his personal courage as a Black man from a racially-segregated America who 
competes and triumphs at the Nazi-held Olympics.  

MO�OLELO A ME HO�OILINA KA KAKOU
“OUR HISTORY AND LEGACY”
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