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I NTEGRITY.  LOYALTY.  DISCIPLINE.  Doing the right 
thing.  Staying true to yourself.  These are special traits and 
characteristics we all strive for as citizens of society.  If every-

one could adhere to these traits on a daily basis, the world would 
be a truly special place.  Mid-Pacific graduate and one of the 
school’s biggest supporters today, Galen Narimatsu, knows all too 
well the importance of these traits and the strong need to instill 
these basic values in young people today.

Born on July 12, 1937 in Honolulu, Galen believes that he grew 
up in a very exciting time.  He was fortunate to have very positive 
experiences and direction at a young age.  “My father was a dedi-
cated school teacher and a big influence in our lives as he instilled 
great values in my brothers (Alvin and Deems) and me” says Galen.  
As a teacher, his father moved several times from school to school, 
on the islands of Hawaii and Oahu, always seeking better teaching 
positions and opportunities.  Due to his father’s career moves, his 
family was exposed to invaluable life experiences living in various 
tight knit communities.  Each community was unique, yet there 
were common threads such as strong family ties, belief in educa-

tion, support of community activities, strong religious beliefs, love 
and respect for neighbors, love of sports and strong work ethics.  
These common threads laid the foundation for Galen’s values and 
beliefs that he still takes pride in today.  “My childhood was like a 
storybook adventure because of the proximity and availability of 
the ocean; we did a lot of swimming and fishing.  Exploring the 
natural wonders of Hawaii was fascinating.  There was no short-
age of beauty, animals, birds, flowers, fauna and seasonal fruits.”

As an 8th grader at Waialua Intermediate, Galen was selected 
to be interviewed by Joe Bakken, who was Mid-Pacific’s principal 
at the time.  Joe was also the “key recruiter” who traveled to many 
schools throughout the islands to interview potential students.  
He apparently liked what he saw in young Galen and accepted 
him to the school for the fall semester of 1951.

Mid-Pacific, at the time, consisted of just grades 9 – 12 (student 
body approximately 270 students) and was strictly a boarding 
school.  Under Joe’s strong leadership, Mid-Pacific maintained a 
reputation for being very strict and regimented, yet was widely 
respected as a college preparatory school.  “We would get up at 
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MPIAA TREATS FOR MIDDLE & HIGH 
SCHOOL FIELD DAY 
On Friday, September 18, 2015, the 
Mid-Pacific Institute Alumni Associa-
tion (MPIAA) sponsored a special treat 
for all the middle- and high-school stu-
dents at Field Day. The 6th through 8th 
graders spent field day on campus from 
8:30 AM to noon and the 9th through 
12th graders got to venture off-campus 
to Kapi‘olani Park for their field day 
from 11:30 AM to 12:30 PM.  Alumni vol-
unteers passed out yummy slush floats 
to the students at the two locations, 
making for some happy and “cool” kids!

Members of our alumni board with 
Gareth Russell, Assistant Principal of the 
High School. Left to right: Galen Nari-
matsu ’55, Dale (Oshio) Shaughnessy ’00, 
Karen (Kawano) Koles ’63, Cherish Oku 
’11, Dr. Gareth Russell, Carol (Nakamoto) 
Asuncion ’66, Nanette (Naito) Umeda ’60, 
Claude Takanishi ’68, Dorothy (Hanamai-
ka‘i) Crowell ’55, and Janice Hirayasu.

LEGACY DINNER
We currently have 188 legacy students 
attending Mid-Pacific this year. The 
Alumni Relations office holds an annual 
Legacy Dinner to celebrate and honor 
these families who have been fortunate 
enough to continue their alumni legacy 
with their children, grandchildren, 
and great-grandchildren attending the 
school. This year’s dinner was held 
on Friday, September 18 at the Wilcox 
Elementary School Dining Hall. There 
were a total of 175 guests, including 60 
students and 115 adults, at the dinner, 
where President Paul Turnbull spoke 
on behalf of the school.

ALUMNI SCHOLARS DINNER
On Friday, October 16, 2016 the MPIAA 
held its annual Alumni Scholars Dinner 
at the Wilcox Elementary School Dining 
Hall. Invited to the dinner, were all eight 
Alumni Scholars and their families. The 
scholars including Akela Baldwin ’16, 
Aaron Ginoza ’17, Lekaleka Kiner-Falefa 
’16, Cameron Nishida ’19, Evan Nishida 
’19, Jaren Saiki ’18, Chase Wago, ’16, and 
Cameron Wong ’16 all had a chance to 
thank and get to know the members 
of the MPIAA board and Mid-Pacific 
school administrators. Not only do these 
students excel in academics, but also 
they shine in athletics, music, and the 
fine arts! 

Front row, left to right: Lekaleka Kin-
er-Falefa ’16 and Akela Baldwin ’16; Back 
row, left to right: Cameron Nishida ’19, 
Chase Wago ’16, Cameron Wong ’16, 
Aaron Ginoza ’17, Jaron Saiki ’18, and 
Evan Nishida ’19.

“RUNAWAYS” HIGH SCHOOL 
MUSICAL THEATRE PRODUCTION – 
ALUMNI SHOWING
All alumni on Oahu were invited for 
a special showing of the Mid-Pacific 
School of the Arts musical production, 
“Runaways,” on Sunday, October 25, 2015. 
Fifty-six alums attended the pre-show 
reception in the Kawaiaha‘o Courtyard 
where they had a chance to mingle 
with other alumni while enjoying light 
refreshments. Mid-Pacific’s talented high 
school theatre students delivered a mov-
ing performance of this musical, written 
in 1978 by Elizabeth Swados.  

Pre-show reception to the alumni show-
ing of Runaways.

ALUMNI GATHERING IN JAPAN
On Thursday, October 22, 2015 President 
Paul Turnbull had a chance to meet with 
a group of our great alumni living in Ja-
pan at an alumni gathering at Ganryujima 
in Tokyo, Japan.  Attending alumni, who 
were from the classes of 1978 through 
2008, had a chance to hear the latest de-
velopments in Mid-Pacific’s programs.

Left to right: Dr. Paul Turnbull, Lori 
Nishizawa '01, Ryoko Shimakata '06, 
Moto Tomita '83, Hiroyuki Ikeda '08, 
Mrs. Yoko Ito (parent), Shawn Mad-
dux '89, Yoshihiro Sasakawa ‘06, Asako 
Cushnie '95, and Allan Leal ’02.  Miss-
ing: Makoto Ishida '78, Boon Oyama, 
Gary Cordova, Scott Siegfried.

A SPECIAL GIFT TO OUR  
NEWEST ALUMNI!
The MPIAA prepared a very special gift 
for the Class of 2015 as they finished 
their first semester in college. First, a 
letter was both mailed and emailed to 
their parents asking for their students’ 
current mailing address. Upon compil-
ing the list of addresses, members of 
the MPIAA board met one evening in 
November to pack special care-packages 
for these recent graduates. It was the co-
ordinated effort of parents of alumni and 

CLASS
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a set time, go to bed at a set time, have our three daily meals at 
Scudder Hall at a set time at designated dining tables and we were 
not allowed to go home every weekend.  I felt very restricted but 
this was good for me” says Galen.  He goes on to say, “You need 
structure in life and abide within a system. Young people need 
boundaries. It’s a great lesson once you realize that and I think the 
school did a tremendous job with a lot of these students.”

After graduating from Mid-Pacific in 1955, Galen went on to en-
roll at the University of Hawaii as a Public Administration major.  
His ties to Mid-Pacific did not end however, as he was selected to 
oversee the maintenance of the Wilcox Hall dorms, which he did 
for the four years while at UH.  Among the Mid-Pacific graduates, 
this position at the Wilcox Hall dorms was viewed as a very presti-
gious position with great responsibilities.  At the time, the Univer-
sity of Hawaii was a Land Grant College, which meant the school 
was federally subsidized.  It was mandatory that all able-bodied 
male students, without prior military service, participate in the 
ROTC program during their freshman and sophomore years of 
college.  Galen found great value in this program and elected to 
continue in ROTC during his junior and senior years.  The bene-
fits to Galen were (1) To receive a nominal monthly stipend from 
the ROTC (for students like Galen who worked their way through 
college, every little bit helped); (2) The opportunity to earn a com-
mission as a Second Lieutenant in the US Army; (3) Upon gradua-
tion from the University, the opportunity to complete his manda-
tory military obligation as a commissioned officer.

After graduating from UH in 1959, Galen went on to serve 32 
years in the US Army, which included two tours in Vietnam.  Be-
ing away from home for the first time in his life really was not 
that hard of an adjustment for him mainly because of his dorming 
experience at Mid-Pacific.  “The disciplined Mid- Pacific lifestyle 
really helped me prepare for the army.”

One thing that sticks with Galen today, in a very sad and nega-
tive way, was the My Lai incident which happened on March 16, 
1968.  A US Army unit entered a Vietnam village and killed civil-
ians including innocent women, children and infants.  The term 
“body count” was commonly used and this incident exposed a 
growing problem.  This tragedy really triggered Galen to always 
tell his grandkids, “Do the right thing.  Just because someone is 
not there to see you doing wrong, doesn’t make it right”.  Galen 
was fortunate to have worked with outstanding Generals with 
strong moral character and integrity.  They all had a “tremendous 
sense of right and wrong”.  Galen would retire from the military in 
1991.  However, he would continue to work as a federal employee 
for the military in Hawaii for the next 12 years.

During his career in the military, Galen managed to raise a fam-
ily, as he and his wife Nami, married now 54 years strong, raised 
two sons, Glen and Jon.  Nami graduated from Mid-Pacific in 1956.  
Glen has a successful career in the movie/television industry and 
Jon had a successful career in the Army like his father.  After 
Jon retired from the military, he became a substitute teacher at 
Mid-Pacific and also a head coach for the school’s riflery team in 
2012.  In this short period of time, Jon is credited with:

HHSAA Boys Air Riflery (Sporter) Championships – 2012, 2015
HHSAA Girls Air Riflery (Sporter) Championship – 2014
ILH Girls Air Riflery (Sporter) Championships – 2012, 2014, 2015

ILH Boys Air Riflery (Sporter) Championship – 2013
ILH Boys Air Riflery (Sporter) Coach of the Year – 2013
ILH Girls Air Riflery (Sporter) Coach of the Year – 2013, 2014
ILH Girls Air Riflery (Sporter) Co-Coach of the Year – 2015

Jon’s son, Jay Narimatsu, is currently a senior at Mid-Pacific. He 
is an International Baccalaureate (IB) diploma student, co-presi-
dent of the school’s National Honor Society, and a member of the 
leadership group Holomua.  He is also an Eagle Scout and a mem-
ber of the Air Riflery and Track teams for Mid-Pacific.  Galen be-
lieves the school has developed Jay’s problem solving skills and 
has been impressed with Jay’s progress as a well-rounded student, 
citizen and gentleman.  Jay also has a younger sister Katie who 
Galen is also very proud of.
Since retiring, Galen invests a lot of his time to Mid-Pacific, giving 
back to the school that helped him in so many ways.  In addition 
to participating on numerous committees for fund raising, stra-
tegic planning, school recertification and special projects such as 
the School Presidential Search Committee, Galen has served or is 
serving as:

Member of the Mid Pacific Board of Counselors
Member of the Mid Pacific Alumni Association Board of Directors (president for five terms)
His class representative for the past 15 years
Member of the M-Club

He was also honored as the 2009 Alumnus of the Year and most 
recently recognized as Mid-Pacific’s 2015 Volunteer in Philan-
thropy by the prestigious Association of Fundraising Profession-
als, Aloha Chapter, at their annual luncheon/meeting in Novem-
ber 2015.

For the past eight years, Galen has compiled a monthly update 
for Mid-Pacific’s Class of ’55.  This update is emailed out month-
ly to many of the school’s teachers, parents and alums and has 
gained the interest of many others in the Mid-Pacific ohana.  It 
is now transmitted and retransmitted to many graduates around 
the world!  This monthly update demands a lot of time, yet it is 
a “work of love” by Galen as it consolidates Mid Pacific’s current 
events and items of interest from many sources and has opened 
an extensive communication network.  Anyone interested in re-
ceiving these updates in the future, feel free to contact Galen at 
narimatsu3@aol.com.  

“I feel a strong sense of obligation to maintain a relationship with 
the school from which I gained a lot and as long as I can still do it, I 
will continue to” says Galen.  Heidi Bow, Mid-Pacific’s Director of 
Alumni Relations says, “Galen is a dedicated volunteer at every alum-
ni event he is able to make and always makes an effort to converse 
and get to know what the alums and current students are all about.”  
He believes Mid-Pacific has really become multi-faceted and is im-
pressed with the school’s educational goals.  “Part of the school’s goal 
is to have the students become citizens of the world.  When I grew up, 
everything was focused on Hawaii; now it has become more worldly 
and that is a very good thing.  I am honored to contribute and be in-
volved as the school continues to evolve.”  This explains his answer 
when asked the question, ‘what do you want to be remembered as?’  
“When I depart, I just want to see the world a better place.”


