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T HIS NEW MIDDLE SCHOOL learning facility was de-
signed to support the school’s innovative, interdisciplin-
ary, project-based curriculum. Middle School Principal 

Dr. Dwayne Priester explains the design of Michael B. Wood 
Foundation Hall:

• PROJECT-BASED LEARNING: Open concept design and flu-
id spaces have created the optimal environment for students to 
work collaboratively. It is often the case that students will receive 
a few minutes of direct instruction and spend the rest of their 
time working with classmates to complete an assigned task. 
 
• FURNITURE: We intentionally selected furniture that is 
flexible and designed to move based on instructional needs. 
For example, some lessons will require students to use the 
writable surface of a table or seating for teacher-to-student 
instruction. On the other hand, there are instructional plans 
that require the tables and desks to be pushed into one side or 
corner of the classroom. 
 
• THE DIVINCI STUDIO: A “make space,” which means it is 
ideal for student design, “messy” work or prototyping. While 

simple in design, this space will evolve over time, based on 
student needs.
 
• THE COMMONS: This is an ideal multi-purpose space and 
serves as a common meeting area, in addition to serving as a 
classroom space.
 
• WALLS: Movable and writable. While traditional spaces have 
been designed for conformity and control, our walls are designed 
around the concepts of creativity and expression of thought. 

Michael B. Wood Foundation Hall has set the tone for Deeper 
Learning in the Middle School: the mastery of core academic 
content and knowledge; critical thinking and problem solving to 
encourage students to think critically, analytically and creative-
ly; collaboration, so that students learn know how to cooperate to 
achieve shared goals; effective communication, which is an atmo-
sphere conducive to effectively sharing ideas in writing as well as 
in oral presentations; self-directed learning, an atmosphere that 
fosters the ability of students to direct their own learning; and, an 
Academic Mindset, such that students trust their own abilities 
and develop a reliance on others to support their learning.

WRITING ON THE DOORS, COLLABORATING ON 
THE FLOORS, SHARING IDEAS ON GIANT  

COMPUTER MONITORS… JUST ANOTHER DAY IN 
MICHAEL B. WOOD FOUNDATION HALL. 


