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M ID-PACIFIC’S KAWAIAHA‘O BUILDING has set 
the dance careers of many students in motion. It is 
a place where students can literally get their foot in 

the door and a leg up on their dreams in ballet, contemporary 
dance, theater, musical theater and other performing arts.

The historic building has been the centerpiece of the Mid-Pa-
cific School of the Arts (MPSA), the first school in Hawai‘i — 
and currently the only private school — that offers pre-conser-
vatory level arts training.

To preserve the Kawaiaha‘o building’s rich history and mem-
ories, Mid-Pacific embarked on an extensive, two-phase reno-
vation in 2014. Phase one nearly doubled the capacity of dance 
rehearsal space. Phase two, which will involve raising the ceil-
ing, installing additional lights, sound equipment, soundproof-
ing, mirrors, an area for music accompaniment, and dressing 
rooms will soon be underway because of a collaborative com-
munity effort.

 
INSPIRED GIVING

When Dr. Cheri and Norman Gentry, parents of Nicole ’20, 
an avid dancer, saw the first phase, they offered to donate 
$100,000 toward the second phase without hesitation.

Having conducted her doctoral research at Mid-Pacific, 
Cheri said, “Mid-Pacific provides a student-centered 21st cen-
tury learning environment that nurtures our children and pre-
pares them to confidently enter the world and be leaders in 
their chosen fields.” 

In addition to seeing Mid-Pacific’s stewardship, Cheri said 
she witnessed firsthand the fruition of MPSA’s investment in 
the students. Over spring break, Cheri and Nicole saw Mid-Pa-
cific alumnus Daniel Ching ’10 who graduated from The Juil-

liard School in 2016, on stage in the new Broadway musical 
“Hamilton” in San Francisco. His performance left a lasting 
impression on them.  “Daniel was just amazing,” she said. “He 
is already doing big things in his life.”   

 
UP TO THE CHALLENGE

The donation by the Gentrys created the incentive for oth-
er funders to support the project.  Recently, the Clarence T.C. 
Ching Foundation generously decided to join this initiative, 
matching the Gentry’s support by giving $100,000.

“We are pleased to support the Mid-Pacific School for the 
Arts program,” said Tertia Freas, executive director of The 
Clarence T.C. Ching Foundation. “The talent of the students in 
the performing arts program is very impressive, and we hope 
this gift will contribute to their continued success!”

The Clarence T.C. Ching Foundation donation prompted 
Kelly Sueda ’91 to seek support from the Cooke Foundation, 
which will contribute an additional $50,000 toward the second 
phase renovation. Each donor’s layer of support collectively 
resulted in a spontaneously choreographed showstopper that 
deserves applause.

THE GENEROSITY CONTINUES
Once the renovations are completed, the Kawaiaha‘o Dance 

Studio will be used for master dance classes and rehearsal 
space, available in the evenings and on weekends, so that in-
vestment in this project can be felt well beyond the Mid-Pacific 
campus and its students.  

Mahalo to Dr. Cheri and Norman Gentry, The Clarence T. C. 
Ching Foundation, and the Cooke Foundation for their com-
mitment to performing arts, Mid-Pacific, and our community!
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Norman Gentry, Nicole Gentry '20 and Cheri Gentry. Photo below, from 
left: Mid-Pacific President Paul Turnbull, Norman Gentry, Cheri Gentry, 

Ching Foundation Trustee Chairman Jack Tsui, Ching Foundation  
Executive Director Tertia Freas, Ching Foundation Trustee Bob Fujioka, 

and Mid-Pacific Dance Program Head Paul Maley.


