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T ODAY’S WORLD IS TRULY 
multicultural and interconnected. 
For students interested in learning 

about different countries, cultures and in-
ternational issues, Mid-Pacific’s Interna-
tional Baccalaureate (IB) Program helps 
provide them with a path to becoming true 
global citizens. The program had a pro-
found and lifelong effect on Simon Norton 
‘91, now an accomplished global educator 
with 25 years of diverse, international edu-
cation and training experience. 

A native of Liverpool, England, Nor-
ton grew up in a family of educators. 
His father was a consultant and corpo-
rate trainer for a variety of companies 
while his mother was an elementary 
school principal and teacher. His par-
ents worked hard to give Simon and his 

brother James Norton ‘92 opportunities 
to travel the world while growing up in 
England. “I looked up to my parents,” 
said Norton. “They instilled strong val-
ues. I was a good student and always in-
volved in the local community.”

Upon completing high school in En-
gland, Norton packed his bags and 
moved to Hawai‘i in July 1990 to enroll 
in Mid-Pacific’s IB Program for one year. 
“The IB Program at Mid-Pacific was such 
a big attraction for me. I wanted to take 
this extra year of high school to help me 
transition to a U.S. college,” said Norton. 
“My dad moved to Hawai‘i a few years 
before for business and my brother was 
already at Mid-Pacific for a year. I felt this 
was an incredible opportunity I could not 
pass up on.” 

Norton’s year at Mid-Pacific turned 
out to be one of the best of his life. “Mid- 
Pacific was such a great place,” he said. 
“It was a lot of hard work but I loved how 
everyone was so friendly, welcoming and 
accepting. It was such a great academic 
climate. In England, there was so much 
competition in academics where every-
one was ranked. At Mid-Pacific, there is 
this true Aloha Spirit where everyone is 
in this together and helping each other 
succeed.” Norton credits Nancy Forster, 
head of Mid-Pacific’s IB Program at the 
time, for having such a positive influence 
and for helping him adapt to the different 
culture and lifestyle.

Norton also credits his math teacher 
Sue Tanabe for supporting him during his 
time at Mid-Pacific. “Math was by far my 
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least favorite subject and Mrs. Tanabe re-
ally went out of her way to help me,” said 
Norton. Interestingly, his most memora-
ble experience at the school was a project 
Mrs. Tanabe assigned to his math class. 
She gave them a simple assignment to fig-
ure out the volume and weight of recycled 
materials required to earn a certain dollar 
figure and the relative costs and resources 
required to do so. 

“At that time, none of us ever recycled 
anything,” explained Norton. “There was 
no such thing as sorting or curbside pick-
ups - no consciousness on this subject.” 
After visiting an industrial recycling facil-
ity, the Mid-Pacific Hiking Club started a 
school-wide recycling program. Members 
orchestrated an awareness campaign and 
placed boxes in every classroom, coordi-
nated weekly pick-ups, and made assem-
bly announcements.

“We then expanded our efforts to the 
local neighborhood, did many environ-
mental service projects, and we ended 
up winning an award for best high school 
environmental club in the state,” said 
Norton. This experience ignited Nor-
ton’s passion for global education. “I feel 
incredibly lucky for the opportunity to 
attend MPI,” he reflected. “It was a time 
in my life where all the pieces were com-

ing together. Sometimes I wonder what 
would have happened in my life had I 
stayed in England. I don’t know if I would 
have ended up where I am today.” 

After graduating from Mid-Pacific in 
1991, Norton took a year off and devoted 
his time to volunteer on various environ-
mental issues and youth empowerment 
projects before enrolling at a U.S. college. 
He worked with organizations includ-
ing the Recycling Association, Hawai‘i 
Nature Center, Pacific Rim Foundation, 
Hawai‘i Youth Congress and the United 
Nations Association. Norton encourag-
es young students who are interested in 
global learning to take a year off before 
going to college and use the opportuni-
ty to work, volunteer and travel. “This 
is a tremendous opportunity for these 
students to find themselves and develop 
maturity which will in turn help them get 
more out of college,” he said. 

Norton went on to earn his under-
graduate degree in international studies 
from the School of International Training 
(SIT) in Vermont and a master’s degree in 
international (global) education from the 
Harvard Graduate School of Education. 
After college, he taught special education 
and worked with various youth organiza-
tions in Vermont and Boston. Today, Nor-

ton is the senior director of youth peace-
building and leadership programs at SIT/
World Learning, a position he has held 
for the past sixteen years. Over the past 
decade, SIT/World Learning has grown 
the school’s portfolio to over 1,000 high 
school age students in more than 30 pro-
grams each year. In addition to his role as 
senior director, Norton also teaches grad-
uate courses at SIT that focus on youth 
program leadership and design, including 
program planning and management, and 
delivers global education training for a 
variety of organizations.

He feels extremely fortunate for the 
opportunity to meet and empower so 
many youth educators from more than 
160 countries. In today’s education sys-
tem, Norton advocates for global aware-
ness training for students. 

“Young people everywhere crave un-
derstanding about the world, and there is 
a serious shortage of relevant, up-to-date 
global coverage in schools today,” shared 
Norton. “The IB Program instills this 
global awareness at a young age which is 
so vitally important. I am forever grateful 
for the challenging and rewarding expe-
rience at Mid-Pacific. It has definitely 
played a big part in molding me into the 
person I have become today.”
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