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 Fast forward 18 years. Sasakawa now manages branches in 
Tokyo and Osaka for the Marine Sports Foundation, became 
managing director for the karate competition in the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics, and is studying for his MBA at Tokyo’s prestigious Keio 
University Business School.

How did an English as a Second Language, ESL, transplant 
from Japan achieve so much since graduation in 2006? He credits 
his time at Mid-Pacific for giving him the tools he needed.

“With Mid-Pacific’s great location and global student body, it 
eased my transition moving from Japan. Mid-Pacific prepared me 
for entrance to universities around the world which I would nev-
er have had the chance to attend being in Japan. With Mid-Pacif-
ic’s foundation I was able to attend a university on the mainland, 
study abroad in Europe and work in an international environment 
today,” he says. “It all began with Mid-Pacific.”

When he started at Mid-Pacific in the eighth grade, Sasakawa 
remembers how difficult school was. “I had a hard time keep-
ing up with the educational material. I needed help in multiple 

classes because my English was very challenged. If you’re bad at 
English, your history is usually bad, and so on, as these things go 
hand in hand,” he says.

Through perseverance, hard work, and the support of Mid-Pa-
cific’s student body, teachers and staff, Sasakawa prevailed. He 
was able to transfer into a “regular” English class in his sopho-
more year of high school where he excelled.

“Because of that help, I was also able to participate in sports, 
which was my favorite part,” says Sasakawa. “I did notice that by 
participating in these sports and being outside of the class envi-
ronment, spending time with the local kids, it really helped me 
to improve my English. Sasakawa was an avid athlete, represent-
ing Mid-Pacific on the boy’s soccer, baseball, and bowling team.

After high school, Sasakawa went on to get his B.S. in hospital-
ity industry management and international business at the Uni-
versity of San Francisco, while also completing two semesters 
abroad at Dublin City University in Ireland, and Sophia Univer-
sity in Japan.

 “I T’ S A P R I V I L E G E, N O T A C H O I C E. T H AT’ S H OW I T O O K I T,” S AYS 2006
Mid-Pacific alumnus Yoshihiro Sasakawa. He might have been referring to playing for 
Mid-Pacific’s sports teams growing up, since student athletes need to make the grade in 

order to play. But “Yoshi”, as most know him, only knows privilege as a direct result of hard work. 
Moving to Hawai‘i from Japan with very little English at 12-years-old, for Sasakawa, education 
in the States put him at a major disadvantage amongst most native English speaking students.
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Sasakawa returned to Hawai‘i after graduating from USF to get his real es-
tate license. The financial recession was making it difficult for new graduates 
everywhere to find a job, and Sasakawa knew he wanted to be back in a familiar 
job market. He was hired at a local real estate firm where he managed and sold 
properties. He also found himself back on Mid-Pacific’s campus, coaching the 
Mid-Pacific boys soccer team as an assistant in 2011. 

“It was timing that I came back. Mid-Pacific was looking for a soccer coach 
so I started coaching soccer for a year while doing real estate,” says Sasakawa.

A year and a half later, Sasakawa needed to return to Japan to help with 
the family’s Marine Sports Foundation. He was called upon to rebuild the 
foundation, restructure the business, and take the company to a global lev-
el. Since then, he has represented Japan at numerous international summits 
held around the world, while also promoting water safety throughout Japan. 
After just a year of Sasakawa’s leadership, Japan landed the honor of being 
host for the 2016 FISU World University Water Ski Championships, and the 
foundation flourished.

In spite of many obligations Sasakawa manages to find ways to give back to 
Mid-Pacific.  “I’m forever thankful to Mid-Pacific for preparing me for what 
I do today. So I want to give back. I have one high school and one alma mater, 
and that’s Mid-Pacific,” he says.

Sasakawa remembers meeting Mid-Pacific President, Dr. Paul Turnbull, 
along with Vice Presidents Gary Cordova and Scott Siegfried. “They men-
tioned how they wanted to improve their international program because it 
was one of Mid-Pacific’s strongest points. It’s the strongest program on the is-
land in terms of international students,” says Sasakawa. “I told them I would 
love to help wherever I can.”

The four met in Tokyo and started planning out ways they could increase 
Mid-Pacific’s presence in Japan. Amongst other initiatives, Mid-Pacific’s ad-
ministration wanted to offer an international program that would link their ed-
ucational standard to top schools in different countries. They achieved that by 
securing a partnership with one of Japan’s top private schools, Waseda Jitsugyo 
School and Waseda University. 

Another crucial step was to reconnect the Mid-Pacific alumni abroad.
“We started doing alumni gatherings in Japan which was way overdue. Un-

til then, we felt no alumni connection, especially abroad. But it’s never too 
late. By linking everyone together, we’re hoping to become a greater power.”  
During this process, the administration found that many graduates’ contact 
information were not up to date. 

“I’m hoping through this article, some people may reach out to Mid-Pacific 
to update their contact information, especially alumni abroad” says Sasakawa.

He is convinced Mid-Pacific will be the top private school on O‘ahu. “Since 
I went there in 2000, to the time my youngest brother graduated in 2015, 
I’ve witnessed so much growth first hand, by being on-campus and seeing the 
program develop through my brother,” Sasakawa explains.

“Where the technology center is now, that used to be a hill.” Sasakawa says 
jokingly. “In my last two years there, that’s when the center was built and we 
were the first classes in there. After coming back to the school as a soccer coach 
and now as an advisor to the president, I see kids walking around with iPads, 
using virtual reality in the growing immersive technology program, 3-D scan-
ning artifacts using Lidar scanning, the only K to 12 school in the world using 
this technology from what I understand.  Firsthand, I see these educational 
tools being improved and I don’t see it stopping,” says Sasakawa. 

“The environment of Mid-Pacific helped build the foundation of my interna-
tional career.  My hope for the school is to stay competitive academically and 
be well rounded through sports and the arts, with an international essence. I 
strongly feel that I can help them in a global sense, especially in Japan.”

MID-PACIFIC TODAY ||| 21


