
M ID-PACIFIC WON ITS FIRST HAWAI‘I HIGH SCHOOL 
Athletic Association (HHSAA) state girls basketball title Saturday, 
February 4, at the Neal S. Blaisdell Arena. The win capped an un-

blemished 11-0 ILH season. During the state tournament, the Owls used the 
same up-tempo and smooth-shooting style to outdistance their opponents. 

The Owls defeated Kamehameha Schools-Hawai‘i 63-38 in the title 
match. Mid-Pacific’s Ciera Kameehonua sank six 3-pointers and scored 25 
points. Harley Simon, the team’s only senior, added 22 points.

“During the state tournament, we saw Brilie Kovaloff have an impressive 
individual tournament and watched Ciera Kameehonua catch fire during 
the championship game, but despite that, this team played an impressive 
team game - sharing the ball, communicating, and having fun,” said Coach 
Sherice Ajifu '05.

The Owls cruised to a 82-30 win over Damien in the state quarterfinals 
and a 62-34 rout of OIA champion Kalani in the semi-finals.

“Our game plan never really changed from the moment we started,” said 
Ajifu. “We came into the season excited about the possibility of competition 
for a title, but knew that it would take work and a commitment to improving 
our skills on a daily basis. We made adjustments to our opponents personnel, 
but ultimately we knew we wanted to be a team that played tough defense, 
scored easy buckets in transition, and who would execute a half court set.” 

The program has made great strides over the past two years, according 
to Athletic Director Scott Wagner. “Our Intermediate team at the time had 
a great deal of talent, and we were hoping to keep the momentum that they 
were creating.”

Wagner hired Ajifu as head coach and made the move to Division II to 
allow the student-athletes to experience some success, and to bring some 
excitement back into the program. Fast forward to today: the Owls have suc-
ceeded, as Wagner puts it “exactly how we had hoped.”

This year’s team was able to taste success at every ILH conference game and 
was seeded as the number one team going in to the HHSAA state tournament. 

“The coaching staff did an amazing job preparing the girls for the tourna-
ment, and the team was able to win all of their tournament games by a large 
margin, capturing Mid-Pacific’s first state championship in school history,” 
Wagner said. “The school community could not be more proud of the girls 
and the coaching staff. The girls played with the highest level of sportsman-
ship all year, and played as a team. It was a wildly successful season and 
tournament that has catapulted our school spirit and our confidence to con-
tinue to compete at a high level for years to come.”

Next season will be another challenge as the team will be moving back to 
Division I competition. They will return nine members of this year’s squad 
and are excited for the opportunity to compete against the best in the state.  

“I’d personally like to thank our assistant coaches Tim Au, Kevin Kane-
koa, Johnnelle Kapua ‘09, Jordan Kealoha ‘10, and Keri Nakamura ‘06 who 
worked tirelessly throughout the season and helped to breakdown film and 
prepare our scouting reports for the tournament,” Ajifu said. “We’d also like 
to thank the numerous alumni who came to practices to provide competi-
tion and simulate our opponents. We owe them a huge debt of gratitude for 
preparing the team for the ILH Championship and State Championship. 
Thank you to Scott Wagner, Adria Mendoza, Sean Aoyagi and the entire 
Athletic Department as well as the Mid-Pacific community and our fans for 
supporting and embracing this team.”
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MID-PACIFIC WINS 
FIRST HHSAA 
STATE GIRLS  
BASKETBALL TITLE
BY SCOT ALLEN

SPORTS
SHORTS BY KAH

TOURNAMENT  
ALL-STARS, DIVISION II

Harley Simon, Mid-Pacific

Brilie Kovaloff, Mid-Pacific

Ciera Kameehonua, Mid-Pacific 

(Most Outstanding Player)
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ZACHARY KANESHIRO PLAYS IN SONY OPEN PRO-AM
Senior Zackary Kaneshiro came in third in the Michelle Wie Tournament of Champions in Wailea, Maui. As the Hawai‘i State Junior 

Golf Association’s Player of the Year, Kaneshiro received an invitation to the Sony Open PGA event in January. From January 9 to 11, he 
worked with tour pros, competed in the Sony Skills Challenge and participated in the Song Open Pro-Am event. 

Kaneshiro and his teammate Rory Sabbatini won the long drive contest in the Hawai‘i Tourism Authority Pro-Junior Challenge, blast-
ing his tee shot 43 yards short of the 10th green. Last year Kaneshiro and his PGA TOUR pro Li Haotong also won the long drive contest.

USTA HONORS TENNIS PROGRAM 
HEAD CHANON ALCON

Chanon Alcon, who heads Mid-Pacific’s tennis program, 
has received a Special Service Award from the United States 
Tennis Association (USTA). Ever humble, Alcon said he was 
surprised to be selected for the award. The award recognizes 
Alcon for his wide range of service, from working with young 
children to tournament-level players.

The award states “Chanon has developed an outstanding 
tennis program on the Mid-Pacific campus, earning respect 
and creditability as he attracts many talented students ... As a 
former college player and coach at the University of Hawai‘i, 
he has a unique and important perspective that supports 
initiatives to grow local talent.”

GOLFERS ZACKARY 
KANESHIRO AND 
DAVIS LEE: PLAY-
ERS OF THE YEAR

Zackary Kaneshiro and Davis Lee were 
recognized as 2016 Hawai‘i State Junior 
Golf Association Players of the Year. 
Kaneshiro was honored in the 15-18 age 
group, and Lee was honored in the 13-14 
age group. The announcement was made 
February 11 at the 2017 Aloha Section 
PGA Ho’olaule’a Awards Banquet held at 
the Japanese Cultural Center. The yearly 
awards ceremony honors the state’s top 
juniors, amateurs, professionals, sales 
representatives, teachers and Hall of 
Fame inductees. Both Kaneshiro and Lee 
are playing on the Varsity I team. MICHAEL PETRIDES AND DAWSON 

SLOAN WIN TWO STATE TITLES EACH

Dawson Sloan and Michael Petrides both turned in powerful performances at 
the State Swimming Championships February 10-11.

In the recently named K. Mark Takai Swimming & Diving Championships, 
Sloan won the 50-Yard Free and the 100-Yard Free. Petrides won the 200-Yard 
Free and the 500-Yard Free. Coach Kaz Yoshiwara says the two played a major 
role in the team’s success.

“Both set school records,” Coach Yoshiwara said. “They were seeded very well 
but (were) also considered underdogs to highly recruited seniors from other 
schools. They did a great job of rising to the occasion and swimming their fastest 
when they needed to. They seemed to gain confidence and momentum off of 
watching each other swim so well.”
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Dawson Sloan

BASEBALL CAMP WITH LOS  
ANGELES DODGERS

On December 28 and 29, 2016, Mid-Pacific hosted a baseball camp featur-
ing Los Angeles Dodgers’ Joc Pederson and Corey Seager as coaches. Seager 
was this year’s MLB Rookie of the Year, and both Pederson and Seager 
are rising stars within the Dodger organization. The event attracted 240 
youths ages seven to fourteen. It was organized by Team Kado Baseball’s 
Donny Kadokawa ‘91 in cooperation with Mid-Pacific’s Dunn Muramaru. 
Combined with the camp was the inaugural Hawai‘i Home Run Derby on 
January 30 at Hans L’Orange field in Waipahu. 

All coaches (including Seager and Pederson) were very active in coaching 
all campers, giving each player valuable feedback. “Look up. You can’t be 
looking at the ground,” said Kadokawa, a 1991 Mid-Pacific graduate and base-
ball standout. The Varsity Boys Baseball team assisted with the clinic, which 
taught the importance of fundamentals in a fun and interesting environment.

MLB Rookie of the Year  
Corey Seager and Joc  
Pederson coaching young  
baseball players at Kitamura Field.

Zachary Kaneshiro and Davis Lee

Zackary Kaneshiro '17

Chanon Alcon

Michael 
Petrides
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ALEXANDRE MIMURA 
WINS STATE TITLE

Alexandre Mimura won the State Wrestling 
Championship in the 145-pound division. He de-
feated Zhachary Carriero from Waianae in the title 
match February 18 at the Neal S. Blaisdell Center 
Arena. Mimura, a senior, dominated the competition 
by scores of 19-4, 17-6, 19-3 and 9-1 in the champion-
ship match.

MID-PACIFIC INTERMEDIATE BASEBALL TEAM MAKES 
HISTORY WITH DIVISION I ILH CHAMPIONSHIP

The Intermediate Owls (8-1) faced undefeated ‘Iolani Black (9-0) for the ILH championship on Saturday, April 8, at Central O‘ahu 
Regional Park in Waipi‘o. The Owls grabbed an early four-run lead in the second inning and held on for the 5-4 victory. 

“Mid-Pacific has had an extremely successful Varsity Baseball program for many decades, and with this Intermediate championship, 
we now have an ILH title at all three levels,” said Mid-Pacific Athletic Director Scott Wagner. “From the start of the season we all knew 
that this group of boys had something special, but there are a lot of great teams in the league. We could not be more proud of all of the 
boys on the team, and it will be a lot of fun watching these incredibly talented players move through the program.”

‘Iolani answered with one run in the bottom of the second and two more in the fourth. Both teams scored one run each in the sixth. 
In the bottom seventh, with two outs, ‘Iolani players were on first and second, but a line out to center field ended the game, 5-4.

The previous match up against ‘Iolani earlier in the season resulted in a 13-1 loss for the Owls.  Burning with determination, the team 
worked hard all season, according to Coach Ryan Tamashiro ‘00. They pushed through to the playoffs, getting past St. Louis and Kame-
hameha in two single-elimination games. The much anticipated rematch against ‘Iolani Black resulted in the historic victory.

“The players were determined and motivated to surpass last year’s finish,” said Tamashiro. “All the credit goes to them. As for Satur-
day’s game, we couldn’t have scripted a better championship game. It was the two best teams battling it out from start to finish and the 
difference being one run. It was one of the most exciting, thrilling, nerve-racking games I’ve ever coached. We were fortunate to take 
an early leading but ‘Iolani didn’t quit and constantly put pressure on us every inning. But the credit goes to our entire team for being 
mentally tough and believing that we’ll come out on top. Congratulations to all the players and families this year. You all deserve it!”

Joan Tanji contributed to this article.

MID-PACIFIC SURF CLUB TEAM UNDEFEATED IN FIRST SEASON
During it’s first-ever season, the Mid-Pacific Surf Club team went undefeated. The middle school and high school level team will be 

going to nationals this summer in California.
Mid-Pacific’s surf club consists of 40 experienced middle and high students under the direction of famed pro-surfer, instructor and 

Mid-Pacific parent, Coach Hans Hedemann, and pro-surfer, Assistant Coach Seth Elmer.
“I think we’ve raised the level of surfing in our community, and we’re very proud of all of our surf club members,” said Elmer. “They 

worked together and stayed humble, illustrating that the core values of Mid-Pacific really shine through no matter where they are.”
The Mid-Pacific Surf Club competed in its first-ever high school surf competition at Makaha Beach on Saturday, December 10. In an 

impressive showing, the Mid-Pacific Owls took home first place in every division including Boys and Girls Shortboard, Coed Body-
board, and Boys and Girls Longboard.

Most recently the club defeated Iolani at Turtle Bay. The waves were great and the energy was high! The final score was 78-37.
“To sum up the season, we had a phenomenal first-time experience and dominated the competitions at every level, “said Lani Corrie, 

club advisor. “We are currently training to represent Hawai‘i and Mid-Pacific at Dana Point, CA, on June 17-18.”

The Mid-Pacific Surf Club celebrates an undefeated season with Mid-Pacific community.

Left and right: Members of High School and Middle School boys surf team.
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