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T HIS YEAR, 2017, MARKS THE 125TH Anniversary of 
the founding of Mills Institute, one of Mid-Pacific’s pre-
decessor schools. In 1892, Rev. Francis Williams Damon 

and his wife, Mary Happer Damon, opened their home to six Chi-
nese boys who had “knocked on the door of the old Parsonage on 
Chaplain Lane” in search of a Western education. Although the 
Damons’ desires for these boys and the school were expansive, 
they surely could not have imagined that their modest endeavor 
would spawn a legacy that would continue to endure for 125 years.

At a time in Hawai‘i’s history when some opposed the education 
of “Orientals” as unneeded and unwise given the demand for their 
physical labor, the Damon’s persisted in establishing the school. 
They defied the opinions of some by acting upon an unfaltering 
belief that through education the immigrant youth of Hawai‘i 
would become “strong forces for good not only in our Territory 
but in the great land beyond the sea, from which their fathers and 
mothers, or they themselves had come.”  

Among the Chinese, the school was known as “Chum Chun 
She Shat-The Searching for Truth Institute.” In English, the name 
“Mills” was chosen to honor the family of Frank Damon’s mother, 
Julia Sherman Mills. The Mills family had a long history of mis-
sionary service intertwined with the history of Hawai‘i. Julia was 
the niece of Samuel J. Mills, one of the founders of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions (ABCFM) which 
was responsible for sending the first missionaries to the Kingdom 
of Hawai‘i. In 1841, Julia Sherman Mills Damon arrived in Hawai‘i 
as a young bride to the newly ordained Reverend Samuel Chenery 
Damon who was to serve as the seamen’s chaplain at the port in 
Honolulu.  They were both to remain in Hawai‘i until their deaths 
close to 50 years after their arrival in the islands.

At Mills school, although a western Christian education was at 
the core of the curriculum, classes were not exclusively in English. 
Most students were taught in Chinese, transitioning to a bilingual 
environment that promoted the retention of their mother tongues at 
the same time that they acquired English proficiency. Additionally, 
although established originally for the education of Chinese boys, de-

mand from the Japanese and Korean immigrant communities meant 
that soon Mills was operating in a multilingual environment with 
course offerings presented in English, Chinese, Japanese and Korean.  

By 1905, Francis Damon and others began to envision the cre-
ation of a multi-ethnic non-denominational Christian school that 
would bring together the children of Hawai‘i’s diverse ethnic pop-
ulations and promote international understanding through edu-
cation. In 1908 this vision was achieved when Mills was combined 
with the Kawaiaha‘o Seminary (for Hawai‘ian girls), the Japanese 
(Okamura) Christian Boarding School, and the Korean Methodist 
Boarding School to form Mid-Pacific Institute.

The influence of Mills Institute can still be found at Mid-Pacif-
ic today: Mid-Pacific retains the commitment of its founders to 
a vision that embraces our world’s diversity. Its graduates leave 
prepared to be confident leaders in Hawai‘i and around the world. 
In the words of our alma mater:

Sons and daughters of all nations meet within thy hall
Bound by ties of deep affection for thy vine clad walls.
Out among the world’s great peoples may thy children go
Bearing forth thy kindly spirit, brotherhood to show.
Additionally, scattered throughout the campus there are phys-

ical reminders: Mills Gymnasium, Damon Hall (formerly the li-
brary and now housing the High School Administrative offices), 
and Damon Field.

And finally, over several generations numerous families have con-
tinued to send their children to Mid-Pacific: the voices of several gen-
erations of Changs, Koikes, Muramarus, and Wongs, to name but a 
few, have resonated within the halls of both Mills and Mid-Pacific.

Mo‘olelo a me Ho‘oilina ka Kakou, is an ongoing alumni effort to 
share the rich history of Mid-Pacific and build an appreciation for 
the connections between our heritage and legacy and the broader 
histories of Hawai‘i and the world. Your comments, contributions, 
recollections, and insights are always welcome. Please contact To-
miko (Koco) Conner ’79 at archives@midpac.edu
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Mills Institute was originally 
located across the street 

from the Hawaii Theatre. 
The school stood near the 

intersection of Chaplain 
Lane and Bethel Street.
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