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LEORA WONG ZANE REVOCABLE LIVING TRUST 

M ID-PACIFIC WAS NAMED as a beneficiary of the Leora Wong ’37 Zane Revocable Living Trust, which bequeathed a 
gift to the school of more than $50,000. Leora and her husband Choy Zane were the owners of Zane’s 9th Avenue Market 
on Waialae Avenue for many years. Their daughter, Margaret Landreth, lives in Washington. Leora’s siblings Bertram 

Wong ’36 and Felice Wong ’33 Kaulukukui also attended Mid-Pacific.

R EIKO TAKAKUWA ODA PASSED AWAY in 2016, but 
not before leaving an indelible mark on the world of 
dance. Setting a high bar in Hawai‘i for more than 40 

years, “Mrs. O,” as she was affectionately known, influenced 
the lives of thousands of young dancers. She instilled in them a 
love of dance, and helped aspiring performers develop practic-
es and values that had positive and lasting impacts throughout 
their lives. 

Mrs. O was a trailblazer. She established her own school, the 
Oda Ballet School, and her students often went on to perform 
with major U.S. and international dance companies. She de-
veloped an innovative, injury-prevention ballet class for the 
University of Hawai‘i football team; introduced arts education 
for underserved children on the neighbor islands; and helped 
establish the Hawai‘i State Dance Council. 

Mrs. O’s legacy and impact continues through the generosi-
ty of heirs Bonnie Oda Homsey, herself a principal dancer with 
the Martha Graham Dance Company, and Philip R. Homsey 
II, both representatives of the Los Angeles Dance Foundation. 

The couple established the Reiko T. Oda Endowed Scholarship 
Fund for Dance to provide scholarships for students pursuing 
dance at Mid-Pacific’s School of the Arts Dance Department. 

The annual dance scholarship will fund partial tuition for 
students entering high school, grades 9 to 11, who have a pas-
sion for dance; show evidence of solid technique and emerging 
artistry; are self-motivated, generous, intelligent and curious; 
and demonstrate financial need.

In April, Reiko T. Oda’s life was honored with a celebration 
that included remarks from Mid-Pacific President Paul Turn-
bull and a special dance performance by Mid-Pacific students 
under the direction of Head Dance Teacher Paul Maley.

To donate to the Reiko T. Oda Endowed Scholarship for 
Dance, mail a check payable to Mid-Pacific Institute with the 
subject line “Oda Endowment” to the Mid-Pacific Institu-
tional Advancement Office at 2445 Ka‘ala Street, Honolulu, 
HI 96822. For more information, call (808) 973-5022. 
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