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A home away from home
International students thrive in Mid-Pacific’s homestay program

B Y  S T E P H A N I E  T O R I U M I

I t is hard to imagine that international students once 
lived where the elementary school is today and that Ath-
erton Hall was once a dorm that now houses middle and 
high school Language Arts and History classrooms. The 

jaw-dropping awe of Mid-Pacific alumni who visit the campus for 
the first time since graduation says it all. Over the years, Mid-Pa-
cific has grown from its beginnings as a small boarding school to 
one of Hawai‘i’s most dynamic and forward-thinking independent 
schools. Through it all, the school has stayed true to its roots in 
emphasizing the importance of a global education.

Mid-Pacific’s reputation as a pioneer and educational leader 
lives up to the philosophy of Francis Damon, who founded the 
school in 1908 with the vision to promote international under-
standing through quality education and rich diversity. Damon’s 
vision lives on today as Mid-Pacific continues to provide a global 
education that attracts students from every corner of the world, 
with over 110 international students from more than 15 countries.

Approximately 25% of Mid-Pacific’s international students 
leave their families behind and start a new life in Hawai‘i with a 
host family. The support of a loving family while in school is vital 
to student success and the special moments shared with host fam-
ilies is what many international students remember most beyond 
graduation. As one student expressed, “I was so happy when my 
host family came to see me dancing hula at a concert and they gave 
me a lei and a hug. Homestay is a great experience for me. They 
always take good care of me to make me feel at home.” 

Host parents play an integral role in the success of the student’s 
journey of academic and personal growth. Mid-Pacific faculty and 
staff members who are also host parents can attest that by the time 
the student is ready to go off to college, the level of maturity, under-

standing of American culture, and English communication skills is 
often much higher among students in the homestay program. There 
is no better and more effective way to learn a language than fully 
immersing yourself, living and breathing the culture daily. 

The benefits of having a new addition to the family from an-
other country is not just one-way. For host families, living with 
an international student provides an incredible opportunity to 
learn about the student’s culture and build a family relationship 
that lasts a lifetime. Mark and Jill Haworth have been welcoming 
international students into their home for the past five years. Be-
yond seeing their own children, Jessica ’02 and Tucker ’07 thrive 
at Mid-Pacific and beyond, the Haworth’s have been sharing their 
love and support to help international students. 

“We have had the opportunity to continue our connection with 
Mid-Pacific and expand our extended family into Taiwan, Russia, 
Japan, and China,” said Mark and Jill Haworth. “Our homestay 
children have given us insight and confirmed our belief that we 
can make a difference in our community and the world by sup-
porting and enriching the lives of young adults in their quest to 
become smart, responsible, and truly global citizens.”

Mid-Pacific Institute is truly grateful for the community of host 
families who continue to support the school’s mission to nurture 
and challenge students to become compassionate and responsible 
lifelong learners. Consider becoming a host family today and sup-
port the next generation of global citizens.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
homestay@midpac.edu
         www.midpac.edu/admissions/homestay.php
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