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 “M Y STORY IS SO STRANGE BECAUSE BESIDES 
being a teacher and an educator, I’m also a gypsy,” 
says Mid-Pacific elementary school first and second 

grade teacher, Donna Revard. “I’m an adventurer. That’s what 
brought me to Hawai‘i.”

Revard grew up in Spokane, WA, and got her bachelor's de-
gree in education at Washington State University. During her 
first year there, two upperclassmen friends were receiving trips 
to Hawai‘i as a graduation gift from their parents.

“I thought, ‘Oh my gosh, I would love to go to Hawai‘i!’,” she 
says. “So I got a job cleaning people’s homes and saved enough 
money for a one-way ticket. My parents were shocked,” Re-
vard laughs. 

As soon as she landed, Revard knew it was the place she 
would eventually call home. “After I got settled, I went to the 
beach. The ocean, the smell of the air, the stars and music play-
ing in Waikiki down the beach. And the really friendly people. 
From the moment I landed I knew this was the place,” she says. 
She visited every summer afterwards until she graduated. 

When she no longer had school tying her down, Revard was 
free to go wherever the wind took her. She taught for a few 
years in Hawai‘i, even spending time teaching on Moloka‘i for 
a semester in the early 70’s. In 1975, Revard got her master’s de-
gree in education at the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa. 

“Then, through a story that’s too long to tell, I had this 
dream about Japan. I had also intended to visit friends in Eu-
rope,” she says.

So, she went to Japan. What was supposed to just be a year-
long stay ended up turning into five years. 

“I only intended to stay for a year because I had a one-way ticket 
to Bali. But I ended up staying. Two-thirds of the time, I traveled 
and lived with people through an international organization.”

With the organization, Revard improved her understanding 
of the world by staying with different families for a few days 
and teaching them about her country. If there were schools, she 
taught. If there were farms, she worked in the field. 

Going down the list, Revard says she’s visited about 42 coun-
tries in her lifetime. 

“I was in Thailand at Chiang Mai University teaching English. 
Then I taught two years in Nepal at the American School there. 
I went to Indonesia, and China in 1978 when it first opened up. 
Taiwan, Korea, Malaysia. I spent a lot of time in those countries 
when I wasn’t teaching,” she says as she jogs her memory. 

Revard’s globetrotting sharpened her ability to teach, es-
pecially English to foreigners. It inspired her to get a second 
Master’s degree, this time in English as a Second Language 
(ESL), at UH Mānoa. In 1990, she started Iolani School’s ESL 
program, while also doing consulting work. Consulting ulti-
mately led Revard to Mid-Pacific.

“I came as a consultant to Mid-Pacific in 2005 and ended up 
staying because I loved the program here,” she says. Revard was 
officially hired at the start of 2006. 

“I’ll just say that, I feel that I am inside a culture of thinking, 
questioning and pondering. We have the room as teachers to re-
ally allow the children to explore what’s interesting to them and 
find out more,” she says. “It’s a learning community. We have the 
ability to take time to listen to the children through many ways.”

One way students are being heard is through a project re-
garding rapid ohia death and the danger it poses on native Ha-
waiian birds.

“Each of our classrooms in elementary are associated with a 
bird. Our class is associated with the Iiwi bird. The kids wanted 
to learn more about the Iiwi and their evolution,” Revard starts 
to explain. 

“Because the birds are threatened by a number of things, 
they are becoming more dependent on the ohia, which are 
dying. There will be a letter writing campaign to actually ask 
legislators to do something to help our Iiwi’s and other birds 
native to Hawai‘i.” 

With most of her curriculum being experiential and hands-
on, Revard strives to create a ‘live what we learn’ environment 
in her classroom. “The power of this kind of education, to really 
excite the children, they’ll change the world,” she says. “I tell 
them everyday, I’m depending on you to change the world!”

Revard will be retiring from Mid-Pacific at the end of the 
school year, bidding a fond aloha to teaching. “My kids cry when 

they’re sick and can’t come to school because they want to be 
here. You feel a part of a healthy functional community that 
cares about each other,” she says. “It’s a good place to be and 
I’m going to miss that.”

Although retired, Revard still plans on keeping herself busy.
“I’m trying to find a part-time job at UH to mentor teachers 

because I don’t want to lose contact. I think what I learned here 
at Mid-Pacific—and helped develop here—it’s so important that 
it be sent out into the world,” she says. “I just really wish every 
child could get the experience they get at our school because 
they have a voice and choice.”

She and her husband, a sailor she met while at Mid-Pacific, 
will also be going to Antarctica. The two have sailed to sever-
al countries in their time together, sometimes spending 3-4 
months at sea while going from country to country.

“Our boat’s name is Wind’s Way,” she says. “Following the 
way of the wind.”
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Positive people, positive charac-
ter traits! Teacher Donna Revard 
with her "Magic Stone Kids," 
current and former (upper right). 
"It is delightful to see how much 
they still identify with and care 
about one another," she says.


