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Deep Roots,  
Many Branches

Of the four pillars of Mid-Pacific’s Aspirations, the school’s directional 
blueprint for the future, the one with the deepest roots is encouraging global 
awareness and understanding. It’s an ideal that dates back to the school’s 
earliest days, says International Student Coordinator Stephanie Toriumi. 
“Even back then,” says Toriumi, founder Francis Damon “had a really strong 
vision to promote international understanding through quality education.” 

Known for its high proportion of international students and its early em-
brace of multiple cultures and ethnicities, Mid-Pacific has cross-cultural in-
telligence built into its DNA—but the world has changed since 1908, when 
the school was founded, and the meaning, complexity and scope of a global 
education has changed with it. The question “What does a global education 
look like today?” and a renewed commitment to the full realization of Da-
mon’s global vision have driven many developments at the school in the past 
few years, from a school-wide survey of global education developed in part-
nership with Research Schools International to the recent implementation 
of the Global Studies certificate.

So, what does a global education look like today? “What it all boils down 
to first, is understanding,” says Assistant High School Principal Josh Wat-
son, who was the point of contact for a 2013 – 2015 school-wide survey of 
global education in partnership with Research Studies International, a team 
of Harvard educators (see page 15).  When a Mid-Pacific student gradu-
ates, says Watson, “I want them to have an awareness of global issues. But 
more than that, a Mid-Pacific student, through our global emphasis, should 
emerge as someone who understands other cultures, is willing to collabo-
rate with other cultures, backgrounds and perspectives; and is someone who 
knows they can have an effect, and is willing to take action. Someone who 
contributes to a global society.”

A global education starts with courses that are international in scope and 
content. In high school, that means World History, Global Studies, and a new 
course the International Baccalaureate program is helping to pilot, IB Global 
Politics. Globally focused courses also include Environmental Studies class-
es that consider the planet as a whole, and technology courses that explore 
the ways new technology is reshaping lives across the world.  

A global education also means building and sustaining coherent suites of 
coursework and activity that create cumulative meaning and awareness. The 
IB program, adopted in 1986, is an early example of a globally oriented pro-
gram (see page 13). One created this year is the Global Studies Certificate. 
Students take two courses, one focused on global politics and issues, the oth-
er on environmental studies, “so they’re studying those two things together” 
and seeing the relationship between both, says High School Principal Tom 
McManus. Then students define and execute a creative, academic, or ser-
vice-oriented project that synthesizes what they have learned. Why put a 
science-based class with a politics-based one? “There is no global conversa-
tion that isn’t also an environmental conversation,” says McManus. “This is 
the issue of our students’ lives.” Watson agrees: “I think our school has been 
successful in not letting the idea of what ‘global’ is be pigeonholed into just 
international relations.” 

Mid-Pacific’s global education also means having meaningful encounters 
with students from other cultures, both locally and internationally. “We have 
the highest number of international students in the state,” notes Mid-Pacif-
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have a course or two, but in my opinion it’s not that simple. You 
want a cohesive curricular focus. It should all come together to 
provide a cohesive experience for kids.” 

Turnbull agrees. “Our global studies program is not just three 
classes developed on the side,” he says. “What you’ll see when you 
walk from the elementary to the middle to the high schools are 
common practices, curricular exercises, and language, all involv-
ing global studies.”  

In the elementary school, global education infused through 
the curriculum can mean anything from the meaningful celebra-
tion of different cultures’ holidays to the pen-pal exchange that 
fifth-graders in Pam Jenkins and Sarah McKay’s classes are initi-
ating this year with the Western Connecticut Academy for Inter-
national Studies through the global nonprofit Bridges for Peace 
and Hope. “Starting in Connecticut is great,” says Jenkins, adding 
that they hope to expand outward from there: “I’d love to have 
that reach, to Vienna or to Africa, and really build it out.” 

In the high school, even language classes can broaden their 
scope. As part of the Research Schools International initiative, 
Spanish language classes have included “a study of Hispanic cul-
ture, issues, and immigration to the US,” says Watson, and science 
classes have addressed not only the science of water supply, but 
the questions that come with that science: “How to distribute it? 
If there’s a scarcity problem, how do we deal with it? What they 
all have in common was that they were broadening kids’ thinking 
from just the classroom, in the abstract, to the understanding that 
this is a real issue facing a real person somewhere in the world.” 

As impressive as this is, it’s just the beginning. “These are the 
foundation upon which an even more cohesive program should 
come,” says McManus, “as we work with our learner profile, think 
about outcomes, and say that education isn’t about time in your 
seat; it’s about mastery.” 

A Global Center 
for Teaching  
and Learning

What comes next? From the door of his office, President Turn-
bull can see the two beautiful Manoa mansions that were acquired 
in recent years by Mid-Pacific.  One day, he says, they will be the 
home of a global center for teaching and learning, a clearing-house 
for teachers and students from Mid-Pacific and all over the world. 
The student side of it would be organized “just like the School of 
the Arts,” says Turnbull, with opportunities for cultural and aca-
demic exchange, and local and international mentors with whom 
students can work. 

In years to come, Turnbull hopes to provide Mid-Pacific 
high-schoolers with an alternative to the IB program that is just as 
international, but in a very different way—an global education pro-
gram that is also founded in a deeply-rooted sense of Hawai‘i. “The 
IB diploma is recognized around the world,” says Turnbull, “but I 
think the future of global education is going to depend on people 

who are highly attuned to place-based phenomena. Which means 
that if I am living in (racially diverse) Hawai‘i, I am learning about 
getting along with people, and how important it is not to draw a 
line in the sand. If I can learn that, and I have reciprocity with 
schools in other places,” that’s the sweet spot. One day, he envi-
sions a network of schools across the world, all enmeshed in their 
own place and culture, yet sharing a curriculum. “Like the IB, you 
should be able to go anywhere (within the global school network) 
and graduate,” says Turnbull. “You should be able to get a Mid-Pa-
cific diploma, and a diploma at another school. But it would re-
quire you to spend, if it’s high school, a number of semesters at 
that other school, totally immersed.” 

Turnbull describes it with relish as “the way of the future. 
Think about it from a college perspective! You’re an applicant 
to my college, and I see that you have two recognized diplomas 
from two really great schools, from two different countries—
and you have projects to back it up? That’s a pretty phenomenal 
thing!” He adds that from a personal perspective, too, a student 
who has had an opportunity to attend school in two countries 
before high-school graduation “would probably find that you 
will have learned way more about yourself than the average bear. 
And that will help you in your decision-making, going forward.” 

Right now, the mansions are empty vessels waiting to be 
filled. “We’re actively pursuing it,” says Turnbull, “but it’s in the 
early phases.” Is it harder to raise funds for an innovative edu-
cational project than, say, a new tennis court or playing field? 
Maybe. But, he grins, “I always think that if you’re talking about 
the future of the world, which is dependent on great education 
for kids, there’s always an answer.” 

Even now, says Turnbull, “Our economic interdependence as 
far as the world is concerned means that we need people who 
can think and problem-solve on the fly. And in order to do that, 
you are require to have a deeper knowledge base from a cultur-
al perspective, of different thought processes. You know that 
we learn languages better at a younger age. The same goes for 
cultural sensitivities. These kids ultimately are going to leave 
(Mid-Pacific) not understanding why it’s such a big deal that 
cultures are different. They’ll transcend feelings of nationalism 
and xenophobia, which means that they’ll transcend boundaries 
and borders—which means they’ll make important decisions as 
leaders. I don’t believe it’s ever a good idea to wait until students 
are in college to give them those opportunities. If we can do that 
early, in the formative years, then we’re giving our students a 
launching pad to success that’s exponentially greater.”

It sounds like something Francis Damon would approve 
of. “Francis Damon really believed in the concept of an inter-
national marketplace of ideas—that we’re more capable with 
group intelligence, and cultural intelligence,” says Turnbull. 
Speaking of Damon’s vision of a Hawai‘i-based global education 
as one of Mid-Pacific’s “key ideals,” Turnbull says, “although he 
was never able to fully realize that dream, my hope is that we 
can do that for him.” 

ic President Paul Turnbull. International students attend at all 
levels, from elementary students through high school, where 
there is a supportive, intensive English Language Development 
(ELD) program designed to mainstream incoming international 
freshmen by their junior year. Travel and cultural exchange pro-
grams, which currently exist to Japan, New Zealand, Germany, 
and Europe, are also on the slate to be enhanced and expanded. 

Mid-Pacific also offers a full complement of internationally 
focused organizations, extracurriculars and activities, from Bol-
lywood dance, chado (Japanese tea ceremony) and afterschool 
languages in the elementary and middle schools to Amnesty 
International, Model U.N. and many more in the high school. 
This year also marked Mid-Pacific’s first participation in Inter-

national Education Week, a joint initiative of the U.S. Department 
of State and the U.S. Department of Education. Three cross-cultural 
workshops based around the topics of food, greetings, and cultural 
gestures were offered, and Mid-Pacific’s international students got 
a chance to share their own cultures, says International Student 
Coordinator Toriumi: “It was an opportunity for them to talk about 
their traditions, which they don’t usually do in class, and for us to 
learn about each other.” 

But, as Watson stresses, Mid-Pacific’s global education doesn’t 
only happen in courses or activities labeled global. “The biggest 
challenge of any school undertaking global education is thinking 
you can do it only by talking about international relations,” says 
Watson. “I think a lot of schools think they do ‘global’ because they 
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much easier to be admitted to a university overseas, but also for 
an American college to make an admissions decision, since the 
IB class curricula and level of difficulty are uniform throughout 
the nation and the world. As the program’s quality has become 
widely known across the United States, says Russell, “The IB 
has expended exponentially, especially in the last ten or twen-
ty years,” and with a US expansion comes instant recognition 
among colleges. Internationally, Mid-Pacific graduates are cur-
rently at universities in Great Britain, Canada, and Italy. 

THE IB CAN HAVE OTHER PERKS, TOO.
The IB’s effects don’t stop at college admission, says Russell. 

The official IB exams are taken after college admissions letters 
go out, but at many institutions (though not all), a student’s high 
score can mean college course credit. In addition, says Russell, 
the IB students tend to receive better scholarship offers, and to 
thrive in college. It’s the preparation for college the IB offers 
that’s the main course, says Russell: “The college credit is the 
icing on the cake.” 

THE IB HAS A CORE, TAKEN BY ALL STUDENTS…
Mid-Pacific’s IB program runs in grades 11 and 12 only. 

Each student who goes through the IB diploma program must 
take a portfolio of six IB courses, with a goal of producing a 
well-rounded student with across-the-board competencies who 
can think critically and globally. The first core course is Theo-
ry of Knowledge, which Russell describes as a “critical thinking 
class: ‘What is good knowledge and what is not?’ ‘What is strong 
science and what is junk science?’ ‘What is real news and what 
is fake news?’”

The second is the IB Extended Essay, during which a student 
chooses a topic, and does primary research to develop their in-
dependent research skills. Topics cover a broad, student-chosen 
range. “They’ve done everything from hula, to engineering, to 
English literature,” says Russell. 

The third central pillar of the IB diploma is “Creativity, Ac-
tivity and Service” (CAS), for which students need to practice 
service to the community, show a creative approach, and have 
an active component. “The IB doesn’t want students who are 
just in the books all the time, and that’s all they’re doing,” says 
Russell, adding that the range of ways to fulfill this requirement 
is wide: “You can be creative in digitally editing a film, or in 
solving a math or science problem.” Activity and service can be 
beach cleanups, volunteer work or self-guided projects. 

Russell stresses the importance of these core competencies 
to the IB program: “The IB philosophy is that the humanities 
students still need a sense of mathematics and reasoning skills. 
And we still want mathematicians and scientists to be story-
tellers and communicators, because in the real world, mathe-
maticians and scientists need to be able to communicate their 

M ore than three decades after its foundation, 
Mid-Pacific’s groundbreaking International Bacca-
laureate (IB) program is going strong. But there is 
still an aura of mystery about being an “IB World 

School.” Who takes IB classes? Is the program only for students 
who want to go abroad for college? What makes the IB Program 
different from others? Will it be a good fit for my child? Here are 
the answers, and more. 

NATIONWIDE, MID-PACIFIC WAS ONE OF THE IB  
PROGRAM’S EARLY PIONEERS. 

In 1986, Mid-Pacific Institute, recognizing the advantages of 
offering the rigorous, internationally recognized International 
Baccalaureate program to students, became the first school in Ha-
wai‘i to adopt the IB program. Two decades ago, the school was 
asked to help create and pilot the IB dance curriculum, which is 
now available throughout the world in a modified form. And this 
year, Mid-Pacific is part of the first cohort of schools worldwide to 
teach the IB Global Politics course. “Mid-Pacific has always been 
an innovator in the IB program,” says Assistant Principal and Di-
rector of the IB Program, Gareth Russell.

THE IB PROGRAM IS GLOBAL FROM THE GROUND UP.
Founded in Geneva for the families of diplomats who wanted 

their children to have a top-notch education wherever they were 
stationed, the IB program has an international outlook built into 
its foundation. Every course, not just Global Politics, is built on 
the knowledge that people from different cultures think different-
ly. For example, whereas a standard high school English program 
might cover American and British Literature only, IB English 
students could be asked to compare a work by a German author 
with one written by an Indonesian author. IB Dance explores not 
just ballet and jazz, but the many different types and purposes of 
dance across the world. 

The way students are educated and assessed is also more glob-
al, adds Mid-Pacific High School Principal Tom McManus, who 
has a long experience with IB schools. McManus says that in con-
trast with other college-level high school programs like the AP 
courses, IB schools assess students’ progress throughout the year 
through a variety of avenues appropriate to the subject, which 
could be written papers, presentations, on-the-spot oral discus-
sion and analysis. “It’s not just ‘Do you know,’” says McManus, 
“but ‘Can you articulate it? Can you do it?’”

UNIVERSITIES—WHETHER AMERICAN OR INTER-
NATIONAL—LIKE TO SEE IB COURSES ON A HIGH-
SCHOOL TRANSCRIPT.

“Colleges love IB students,” says Russell. “Colleges know that 
when a student does the IB program, they have been challenged, 
they are critical thinkers.” An IB diploma or IB classes make it 

IB 101: IB 101: IB 101: 
TEN THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT  

THE INTERNATIONAL  
BACCALAUREATE PROGRAM  

AT MID-PACIFIC
BY LAVONNE LEONG
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ideas. So while they’re strong in certain areas, they develop in 
other areas too.” 

…BUT THE IB DIPLOMA IS ALSO  
HIGHLY CUSTOMIZABLE.

“I build IB diploma programs with students to match their 
interests and passions,” says Russell. “An IB diploma program is 
very different from one student to another.” And the fact that the 
program has six modular categories (English, social studies, world 
language, science, math, and an art or elective) “enables me to 
build diplomas that more match students’ needs,” says Russell. “If 
you look at the social studies category, it contains tech and envi-
ronmental science classes, because technology has a social impact 
on society and so does environmental science. So for your real sci-
ence-y kids, they don’t have to do history, they can do information 
technology in a global society. Four of six subjects can be math/
science/tech, and it will still be an IB diploma.” IB diplomas can 
be specialized toward almost any trajectory, from international 
studies to technology to humanities.

ABOUT 15% OF EVERY MID-PACIFIC CLASS ENDS 
UP DOING THE FULL IB PROGRAM.

34 out of the 200 current juniors this year are enrolled in the full 
IB program. In their sophomore year, potential full-IB students 
are invited, based on test scores, grades, and learning dispositions. 
One round of IB program invitations goes out at the end of the fall 
semester, with a few more invitations extended in the spring. If a 
student or their family feels that they belong in the IB but weren’t 
invited, says Russell, they can always approach him. “Sometimes 
the quieter kids get overlooked,” says Russell, “They can self-iden-
tify too and (the faculty) will always look into it.” Every year, some 
self-identified students also join the IB diploma program. 

The full IB diploma is demanding, stresses Russell, and it may 
not be for students whose interests and passions lie elsewhere. 
“IB is a fantastic program, but we try to meet the needs and the 
passions of all our students. For many, it’s the IB, for some it’s the 
school of the arts, for some it’s tech. What sets us apart, is that 
we’re a school of choices.” 

…BUT ANY STUDENT CAN ALSO TAKE IB COURSES 
A LA CARTE.

What’s also notable, says Russell, is that any student may choose 
to take an IB class—and, despite a challenging and varied course 
offering that includes AP classes and specialized school of the arts 
courses, around 60% of students do take one or more IB cours-
es. “That participation is very high,” says Russell. “We don’t make 
them do it.”

THE IB IS DOABLE.
“It is a lot of work, for sure,” says Russell. “It develops really 

effective time management skills. If you can do an IB diplo-
ma at Mid-Pacific in your junior and senior year, you will have 
learned excellent time management skills for life.” And it’s pos-
sible to lead a full life outside the demanding IB program. “IB 
kids are baseball players, they’re hula students, they’re pad-
dlers, they’re in the arts. You can do it, that’s where the time 
management comes in,” says Russell. “You don’t have to give 
those up.”

The IB’s inherently global perspective prepares students for 
the complexities of a global future. “We are all citizens of our 
countries,” says Russell, who is originally from England, “but 
we’re all world citizens whether we like it or not. An IB diplo-
ma student walks out with more of a global perspective and a 
global understanding.”

what is the IB  
Diploma Program?

TOK

Extended  
Essay

CAS

Theater, Art, Dance, Film or subject 

from another group

Biology, Chemistry,  

Design Technology,  

Environmental Physics

French IV or AB

Japanese V or AB

Mandarin AB

Spanish IV

English

11 & 12

Math Studies or 

AP Calculus

History (American & 20th Century)

or Global Politics

or Technology (ITGS)

or Environmental Science

ReSeArCh ScHoOlS InTeRnAtIoNaL:
A GlObAl PrOjEcT FoR A GlObAl PaRtNeRsHiP

ReSeArCh ScHoOlS InTeRnAtIoNaL:

By LaVoNnE LeOnG

T his February, representatives from Research Schools 
International (rsi.gse.harvard.edu), a Cambridge-based 
group of Harvard educators whose goal is to bring edu-
cational academic research and educational practice to-

gether, addressed the Mid-Pacific community about the ongoing 
collaboration between RSI and Mid-Pacific. “We’re in our fourth 
year of doing research with Mid-Pacific,” said RSI Director of Re-
search Catherine Glennon. “This school has been a real pioneer in 
school-based research. We work with a lot of schools, and Mid-Pa-
cific has been incredibly dedicated in doing really interesting and 
cutting-edge school-based research.” This year, RSI is partnering 
with twenty schools that represent education on every inhabited 
continent. Among these schools are Philips Exeter Academy in 
New Hampshire, Eton College, near London, and Mid-Pacific In-
stitute, Hawai‘i’s only participating school. 

The partnership works by turning the school’s teachers into ed-
ucator-researchers, who explore a question of their choice that’s 
relevant to a direction the school wants to explore. RSI provides 
a roundup of current research into the topic, and guidance along 
the way. “It’s all based on the school defining its own needs,” ex-
plains Mid-Pacific Assistant High School Principal and RSI point 
of contact Josh Watson. “It’s every school (working with RSI) say-
ing, ‘Give us something we can use; we’ll tell you what we need.’” 

What topic did Mid-Pacific’s first faculty group decide was im-
portant to explore? Global education. “Our first research question 
was, ‘What is the current state of global education at Mid-Pacif-
ic?’” says Watson. “We gave some background principles, provid-
ed professional development to our teachers, then asked them to 
design their own action research, if it fit.” 

Participating teachers spanned elementary school through high 
school, and what came back over the course of two academic years 
(2013 – 2015) was a comprehensive look at the many ways Mid-Pa-
cific’s was already a comparatively global school, and a raft of ideas 
about how to enhance existing programs, add to them, and bring 
them all together to form the core of the consciously cultivated “glob-
al awareness and understanding” that is one of Mid-Pacific’s four ed-
ucational aspirations.

Defining a global education was part of the RSI process, says Wat-
son, and in the end, he says it came down to “three components. One 
was global understanding: being aware of what’s happening else-
where in the world, and some of the issues facing people. The second 
is intercultural understanding: being able to relate to people from 
other cultures, to recognize your own biases, that kind of thing. The 
third component was global identity: getting kids to see themselves as 
a member of a global community.” Watson calls that last component 
“the taking-action piece. Knowing you have the capacity to create so-
cial change, and seeing yourself as able to.

What were the findings? RSI pointed out that in a sense, Mid-Pa-
cific was already a very global school, says high school principal 

Tom McManus: “Maybe it’s a Hawai‘i thing, but I’d also like to 
say it’s a Mid-Pacific thing. There’s just a lot more global identity 
among our student body than at other schools (RSI) have stud-
ied. It’s an awareness. We’re not talking about a program, we’re 
talking about students saying, ‘I’m aware of other countries. I’m 
aware of our actions in other places. I’m aware of cultural differ-
ences.’ Our kids navigate a whole lot of cultural differences and 
code switches every day, just because they’re here.” 

RSI also identified assets to a global education that could im-
mediately be made more effective, and got faculty and admin-
istration thinking about other ways Mid-Pacific could become 
more global. 

Then Mid-Pacific took action. In 2015, International Student 
Coordinator Stephanie Toriumi was hired to facilitate commu-
nication between international families and the school, and to 
make sure American students and international students had 
ample opportunities to interact and form lasting bonds. 

Another direct result of the RSI study was the high school 
“global certificate,” introduced this year: a suite of political, is-
sue-based and environmental classes and projects that togeth-
er constitute a solid foundation in global thinking. The school 
joined International Education Week, participating in its first 
celebration this school year. And global club offerings have been 
enhanced.  “I see the direct line from RSI” in all these activities, 
says McManus. 

There’s another benefit to being an ongoing part of RSI. Wat-
son says that RSI schools are beginning to form a network of 
their own. “In the past couple of years, the (RSI) schools are just 
beginning to team up with each other. Some individual schools’ 
topics are overlapping. So RSI is now working as a go-between, 
a kind of triangle. And then schools have even richer data, be-
cause they can compare.” 

The end goal for Mid-Pacific, says Watson, is a student who 
emerges feeling part of the world.  In the pre-surveys that were 
part of the RSI process, he says,  “I remember a kid making a 
comment: ‘What can I do? I’m just one person.’ And afterwards, 
we had kids say, ‘Now I recognize that what I do here might af-
fect somebody somewhere else, or that I can make change in the 
world that makes someone else’s life better.’ And they say—and 
I’m paraphrasing—‘I didn’t really think of it that broadly before.” 

That understanding, once a luxury, is now a necessity, says 
Watson: “Our students will be graduating into a world that is 
increasingly interconnected, and the scope of their connection 
to other people will be global in many ways. So our students 
need to be able to function as competent global citizens, more 
than previous generations had to do. One of the functions of any 
school has always been to produce students who become com-
petent, contributing citizens to their community. And now their 
community is worldwide.” 

HaRvArD GrAdUaTe ScHoOl Of EdUcAtIoNHaRvArD GrAdUaTe ScHoOl Of EdUcAtIoN
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COUNTRIES WHERE 
MID-PACIFIC  
INTERNATIONAL  
STUDENTS ARE FROM

The ELD Program

A home away from home
International students thrive in Mid-Pacific’s homestay program

B Y  S T E P H A N I E  T O R I U M I

I t is hard to imagine that international students once 
lived where the elementary school is today and that Ath-
erton Hall was once a dorm that now houses middle and 
high school Language Arts and History classrooms. The 

jaw-dropping awe of Mid-Pacific alumni who visit the campus for 
the first time since graduation says it all. Over the years, Mid-Pa-
cific has grown from its beginnings as a small boarding school to 
one of Hawai‘i’s most dynamic and forward-thinking independent 
schools. Through it all, the school has stayed true to its roots in 
emphasizing the importance of a global education.

Mid-Pacific’s reputation as a pioneer and educational leader 
lives up to the philosophy of Francis Damon, who founded the 
school in 1908 with the vision to promote international under-
standing through quality education and rich diversity. Damon’s 
vision lives on today as Mid-Pacific continues to provide a global 
education that attracts students from every corner of the world, 
with over 110 international students from more than 15 countries.

Approximately 25% of Mid-Pacific’s international students 
leave their families behind and start a new life in Hawai‘i with a 
host family. The support of a loving family while in school is vital 
to student success and the special moments shared with host fam-
ilies is what many international students remember most beyond 
graduation. As one student expressed, “I was so happy when my 
host family came to see me dancing hula at a concert and they gave 
me a lei and a hug. Homestay is a great experience for me. They 
always take good care of me to make me feel at home.” 

Host parents play an integral role in the success of the student’s 
journey of academic and personal growth. Mid-Pacific faculty and 
staff members who are also host parents can attest that by the time 
the student is ready to go off to college, the level of maturity, under-

standing of American culture, and English communication skills is 
often much higher among students in the homestay program. There 
is no better and more effective way to learn a language than fully 
immersing yourself, living and breathing the culture daily. 

The benefits of having a new addition to the family from an-
other country is not just one-way. For host families, living with 
an international student provides an incredible opportunity to 
learn about the student’s culture and build a family relationship 
that lasts a lifetime. Mark and Jill Haworth have been welcoming 
international students into their home for the past five years. Be-
yond seeing their own children, Jessica ’02 and Tucker ’07 thrive 
at Mid-Pacific and beyond, the Haworth’s have been sharing their 
love and support to help international students. 

“We have had the opportunity to continue our connection with 
Mid-Pacific and expand our extended family into Taiwan, Russia, 
Japan, and China,” said Mark and Jill Haworth. “Our homestay 
children have given us insight and confirmed our belief that we 
can make a difference in our community and the world by sup-
porting and enriching the lives of young adults in their quest to 
become smart, responsible, and truly global citizens.”

Mid-Pacific Institute is truly grateful for the community of host 
families who continue to support the school’s mission to nurture 
and challenge students to become compassionate and responsible 
lifelong learners. Consider becoming a host family today and sup-
port the next generation of global citizens.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
homestay@midpac.edu
         www.midpac.edu/admissions/homestay.php
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FOR MID-PACIFIC, A BIG PART OF BEING 
a global school is having a truly interna-
tional student body.  “We have the highest 
number of international students in the 
state,” says Mid-Pacific President Paul Turn-
bull: in any given year, there are 30 – 40 
international students in the high school 
English Language Development program, 
10 – 15 in the middle school, and more in 
the elementary. 

They come from 15 different countries, 
with many from Japan, China, and Korea. 
They’re no longer called ESL (English as 
a Second Language) students, but ELD 
(English Language Development) students, 
program director Chris Ferry explains, 
because “for some of them, this is their third 
language.” In the elementary and middle 
schools, ELD students attend mainstream 
classrooms with support; in the high school, 
they start their freshman year taking several 
specialized ELD classes alongside a few 
mainstream classes, with the goal of being 
fully mainstreamed by junior year.

And the more they interact with native 
English speakers, the faster their language 
and cultural skills develop, and the more 
lasting friendships are built. Some of 

Ferry’s ELD students serve as native-speak-
ing teaching assistants for Mid-Pacific’s 
language classes. It goes the other way, 
too; Ferry has created the Language Lab, 
where local students and ELD students can 
come to his room after school and “just 
hang out,” says Ferry. “We have some really 
dedicated students who would come all 
the time. Even at the beginning of the year, 
when I was too busy to get it going, they 
were asking, ‘When are we starting?’”

International Student Coordinator 
Stephanie Toriumi has also created the 
International Ambassador Program, a 
group of American students eager to help 
international students settle in. “A lot of 
them have never had the opportunity to 
work with international students,” says Tori-
umi, “but because of the program, I’ve seen 
them really get along together and make 
new friends. It improves cross cultural 
understanding and creates a richer global 
experience for all of us.” 

Ninth grader Waka Marubayashi, who 
entered Mid-Pacific as an ELD student in 
eighth grade and is now in mainstream 
classes, agrees. She says she decided to 
attend Mid-Pacific by watching her older 

sister go from a sheltered all-girls school in 
Tokyo to Mid-Pacific, graduating in 2015. 
“She learned so much,” says Marubayashi 
in English that sounds native-born at times. 
“And for me, before, my friends were all Jap-
anese. Meeting people from other countries, 
and especially in Hawai‘i, other ethnicities—
it’s super interesting to see people from the 
mainland, Hawaiian, Chinese, Japanese. 
They’re all mixed! I know more about the 
culture. And I have more perspective.” 

Mid-Pacific’s ELD program helps to 
create a truly international student body. 
And Mid-Pacific’s ELD students take what 
they learn in Hawai‘i to the rest of the 
world. Most go on to American universities; 
last year, a student who started in the ELD 
program attended Stanford. After college, 
sometimes they take their cross-cultural ca-
pabilities back to their home countries. For-
mer ELD student Yoshihiro Sasakawa ’06 
is now President of Japan’s Marine Sports 
Foundation and a member of the 2020 
Olympic Committee for the Japan Karatedo 
Federation. “The multicultural environment 
of Mid-Pacific helped build the foundation 
of my international career,” says Sasakawa, 
“It all began at Mid-Pacific.” 


