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COUNTRIES WHERE 
MID-PACIFIC  
INTERNATIONAL  
STUDENTS ARE FROM

The ELD Program
FOR MID-PACIFIC, A BIG PART OF BEING 
a global school is having a truly interna-
tional student body.  “We have the highest 
number of international students in the 
state,” says Mid-Pacific President Paul Turn-
bull: in any given year, there are 30 – 40 
international students in the high school 
English Language Development program, 
10 – 15 in the middle school, and more in 
the elementary. 

They come from 15 different countries, 
with many from Japan, China, and Korea. 
They’re no longer called ESL (English as 
a Second Language) students, but ELD 
(English Language Development) students, 
program director Chris Ferry explains, 
because “for some of them, this is their third 
language.” In the elementary and middle 
schools, ELD students attend mainstream 
classrooms with support; in the high school, 
they start their freshman year taking several 
specialized ELD classes alongside a few 
mainstream classes, with the goal of being 
fully mainstreamed by junior year.

And the more they interact with native 
English speakers, the faster their language 
and cultural skills develop, and the more 
lasting friendships are built. Some of 

Ferry’s ELD students serve as native-speak-
ing teaching assistants for Mid-Pacific’s 
language classes. It goes the other way, 
too; Ferry has created the Language Lab, 
where local students and ELD students can 
come to his room after school and “just 
hang out,” says Ferry. “We have some really 
dedicated students who would come all 
the time. Even at the beginning of the year, 
when I was too busy to get it going, they 
were asking, ‘When are we starting?’”

International Student Coordinator 
Stephanie Toriumi has also created the 
International Ambassador Program, a 
group of American students eager to help 
international students settle in. “A lot of 
them have never had the opportunity to 
work with international students,” says Tori-
umi, “but because of the program, I’ve seen 
them really get along together and make 
new friends. It improves cross cultural 
understanding and creates a richer global 
experience for all of us.” 

Ninth grader Waka Marubayashi, who 
entered Mid-Pacific as an ELD student in 
eighth grade and is now in mainstream 
classes, agrees. She says she decided to 
attend Mid-Pacific by watching her older 

sister go from a sheltered all-girls school in 
Tokyo to Mid-Pacific, graduating in 2015. 
“She learned so much,” says Marubayashi 
in English that sounds native-born at times. 
“And for me, before, my friends were all Jap-
anese. Meeting people from other countries, 
and especially in Hawai‘i, other ethnicities—
it’s super interesting to see people from the 
mainland, Hawaiian, Chinese, Japanese. 
They’re all mixed! I know more about the 
culture. And I have more perspective.” 

Mid-Pacific’s ELD program helps to 
create a truly international student body. 
And Mid-Pacific’s ELD students take what 
they learn in Hawai‘i to the rest of the 
world. Most go on to American universities; 
last year, a student who started in the ELD 
program attended Stanford. After college, 
sometimes they take their cross-cultural ca-
pabilities back to their home countries. For-
mer ELD student Yoshihiro Sasakawa ’06 
is now President of Japan’s Marine Sports 
Foundation and a member of the 2020 
Olympic Committee for the Japan Karatedo 
Federation. “The multicultural environment 
of Mid-Pacific helped build the foundation 
of my international career,” says Sasakawa, 
“It all began at Mid-Pacific.” 


