
Seeds of Connecting

A metaphor for where we are in our project work and growing our community could best be 
compared to prepping the garden as the children have been literally doing this past week—working 
together, tilling the soil, removing any rocks and debris, and adding nutrient rich compost.  We don’t 
know for sure yet what will grow in this garden of ours, but we have many ideas—many seeds from 
which to choose.


One of the seeds of connecting tossed this week was the connection between our bodies and the 
language of music and movement.  While listening to music by Camille Saint-Saens, the children 
were asked to think about how the music made their bodies want to move.  At first, their gestures 
started off reserved and constricted to a certain part of their body—hands, feet, legs—but 
surprisingly, many of them were willing to take the risk to stand up in front of the group and share 
their ‘movement idea.’  A testament to our growing trust in the idea that our group meetings are a 
safe place that respects everyone’s voice, non-verbal and verbal. With each idea shared, we could 
see the children getting inspiration from each other, as well as the music.  Some children connected 
to the same idea such as balancing or spinning, and others began to combine movements as they 
used parts of a previously shared idea but elaborated on it by combining it with several different 
movements. There were also a few who had a stronger inner connection between their bodies and 
the music, as they were more attuned to the adjectives of musical expression and followed the 
changes in rhythm and sound as they translated what they were hearing through their movements. 
While we didn’t use the word “connecting” to describe what their bodies were doing with the music 
we will be revisiting this idea of connection through the language of music and movement as our 
project continues to unfold.


With Ms. Leslie’s return, she shared with the children at our group meeting how happy she was to 
re-connect with them because she had been disconnected for a while.  “What does disconnect 
mean?” asked Tayler as she ate her fruit. And the next seed was planted. Sitting in our circle, we 
wondered if we could connect to a friend all the way across the other side of the circle. As Ms. Leslie 
went around connecting and disconnecting with each child, the children were asked to describe how 
they were connecting with her. Even though we (the teachers) knew this would be hard for the 
children to verbalize because there wasn’t anything tangible to see physically connecting them to 
Ms. Leslie or one another, (like the string in the line game) this time they were being asked to think 
about something they couldn’t see, but knew they could feel. Kai had a clever explanation for the 
connection. Even though he was across from Ms. Leslie, to him, they were still connected by the 
circle, because the circle “goes all the way around.” Rex thought they could connect by holding 
hands, but their hands could not quite reach far enough. Christopher thought if they walked to each 
other the connection problem would be solved, revealing that his theory relied on a physical 
connectivity.  Max agreed with Rex and said, “touching is good.” After several connects and 
disconnects, Kailee wanted to say they were connected by a line but knew this could not be 
because there was no line, then she had an AHA moment.  “Because we are looking at each other!” 
she said. But what if we couldn’t see each other, could we still connect? Ms. Leslie had the children 
play a different game. She asked for volunteers to stand out of sight— in the bathroom, in the atelier, 
in the other classroom and the group had to see if they could connect with their friend who had 
disconnected physically from our circle. Hmmm. We were still able to connect with our friends even 
though we couldn’t see them.  What will this seed become?

Fast-forward to the children’s work-time this morning. The children who we have had already for a 
year now know that documenting their work is what we do.  Photographs are a part of our daily 
preschool life, so much so that there is no inhibition in front of a lens for them. They do what they do 
and we try to capture that specific moment in time because we know there will never be another 
redo of that exact moment. Documentation is, in fact, one way we connect, teacher and child. On 
this particular morning, however, Ms. Leslie and I both decided to document with a different tool— 
pen and paper.  As Ms. Leslie was documenting a small group of children at work, one of the 
children approached her and asked her what she was writing.  She shared that she was connecting 
with their ideas and writing them down.  The child responded by asking, “So you can share our ideas 
at the group meeting?” In this response, the child makes visible for us his understanding that we 
value their ideas. How poignant and empowering is that to believe at the age of four, that your ideas 
are important, and that sharing your ideas with the group is important. (p.s. his ideas were indeed 
shared as a provocation in opening this morning’s group meeting)

A fantastical seed planted that is already taking root. 


Our journey continues!



