
“We would never forget, Maunakea.”  
Messages Make Visible Children’s 

Empathic Connection

Perhaps because we are delving into our project work regarding ‘connectedness,’ or 
maybe because we have started to go out on research trips. For whatever reason, the 
children who were with us last year have been bringing up Maunakea in their casual 
conversations as they wonder what has happened to their main protagonist — kupuna, 
revered mountain, and friend — who became part of the hearts and minds of our 
preschool community over two years ago. 


Last week, the question came to a head when one of the children asked: “Is 
Maunakea, dead?” Since this wasn’t the first mention of Maunakea, the teachers 
decided to bring up this child’s question at our group meeting. Perhaps others were 
also wondering since Maunakea used to send messages to the children almost every 
other week and this year all communication had ceased. The teachers also shared that 
Ms. Leslie would be traveling to Hawai’i island over the weekend, and if anyone had 
wanted to send a message to Maunakea, she would take it with her. 


We knew the children’s messages would be nothing less than heartfelt, but what we 
didn’t expect was the level of empathy, gratitude, and compassion the children still 
held a school year later, for Maunakea. In their words, it became evident that their  
connection to Maunakea was authentic, meaningful, and powerful enough to withstand 
even the passing of time. As the children expressed their questions and thoughts while 
“writing” their own message, for some, there was actually another reason why 
Maunakea’s well-being was on their minds. In the news, the recent coverage on the 
Hawaii Board of Land and Natural Resources decision to approve the application for a 
permit to continue work constructing the telescope atop Maunakea had shown 
digging, which made some children feel as though the “digging” would hurt Maunakea.  


Listen to their voices as their expressions make visible their concern, empathy, sense 
of advocacy, and of course—love.

I hope you come back Maunakea because I never saw you for a long time.- L.O. 

I write this for Maunakea. I want Maunakea to come to my house.- R.I. 

I hope you feel better.- K.S.

I made a boat. We need to go on a boat to the mountain Maunakea. Y.T. 

I got a surprise for you (Maunakea) today—two sun trees. 

The lines will fly when the wind pushes it.-E.F. 

Are you dead? I think the telescope smashed her. 

Are you okay?- M.B. 

I love you because you’re sick.  

I want you to feel better. -D.T. 

Maunakea, I hope you like the picture. 

This is the lava and the black part cracking. -T.O. 

I want him to send messages for me.- Colt

Maunakea, are you dead? Ms. Robynne do 

you think Maunakea can read this language?  

(I don’t know Mila, what language do you 

think Maunakea can read?) Maybe Japanese.  

-E.M. 

Are you alive, because I think that 

someone “digged" her whole body. 

Are you a boy or girl? Maunakea, she’s 

inside the mountain.- K.T 

What if Maunakea says, “I’m not a girl or boy, 
I’m a mountain?” - K.M.

I love you Maunakea. I hope you feel better. Love, E.K. (Kindergarten)

I hope you’re feeling better because a telescope 

is being built on you. Are you feeling too bright? 

- S.Y. (Kindergarten) 

I’m making a “Y.”  

“Y” do you not send messages anymore? 

“Y” do you not send the flower? 

-K.M.

One day could we come back to you, and one day could you make us something? And I 

hope you can see my great grandma and great grandpa. If you see them could you take 

a picture of them, because I miss them? (in heaven) I hope you like the colors I made for 

you. I made you and me.  I love you. I hope you love me and feel better, but you can 

write on the paper if you are sick or not. Ms. Leslie will bring you the paper.- K.M. 

Thank you for allowing us to see the mountains.  

Thank you for sending all the messages.  

Thank you for everything that we celebrate. (like the ‘goodbyes’)  

Thank you for allowing us to go to Maunakea.- Jo.H. 

I love Maunakea. Are you dead because I saw people digging into you?  

I miss you and I will never give up for you.  

I love you for real and I will never let you down.- K.K. 

Just love- Ja.H.


