
Learning How To See

  “The ‘beyonds’ were the hardest ones.” - R.K. age 5

If our journey in our project work could be located via GPS, our point of location this week 
has landed us in the intellectual realm between the ideas of intraconnectedness and 
interconnectedness. Intra— referring to the connections within, and Inter—referring to the 
reciprocity between things.


In conversations with the children, their observations and thinking regarding connections 
made between our school and the outside world led us to delve deeper into their 
perspectives about how our school is connected ‘beyond the gate.’  At first, it challenged 
some to see beyond what was right in front of them as what they shared were items in the 
room that was connecting or things that they had noticed as they walked into the 
elementary campus. Others were able to draw upon connections through the experiences, 
stories, and memories from being in preschool last year, and even though they were more 
abstract in terms of connectedness in something shared such as our school mascot the 
pueo, or the uniforms that they all wear, in their thinking, they were making these 
connections tangible. Both, however, were still not examples of connecting outside Mid-
Pacific.  Realizing that the children needed a visual tool to help them think ‘outside the box’ 
so to speak, the teacher drew a circle in the center of a blank page to give them a starting 
point. The circle represents our school, “What connects to Mid-Pacific?”


The power of a written symbol using just paper and pen shifted their perspective as ideas 
such as rain, different schools, cars, roads, birds, storms, and mountains were now being 
added to the visual. One child commented, “Now we’re getting it!”  Stars, the moon, the 
sun, darkness, the planets, the clouds, trees, houses… “Even the old people, our ancestors 
are connected to Mid-Pacific!” - M.B. age 4. A very profound connection made from last 
year’s project work about ‘Treasureness,’ perhaps one of the most significant treasures 
realized from our journey last year— the reciprocal connection and relationship between the 
past, present, and our future.

 
Exploring concepts in a dichotomy is one way to understanding what something means 
without constraining it to its definition. In order to better understand the idea of connections 
beyond Mid-Pacific, perhaps we first needed a closer look at connections within. Following 
the group meeting above, the next day we went for a campus walk. The children’s charge 
was to find the connecting here at Mid-Pacific and when they found something that 
connects, they were to let us know so we could record it, either by writing it down or by 

taking a picture. Below are some of the images and words, which makes visible their 
perspective of connections found.

My shadow is connected, I can see 
it there! -Elena age 4 I think we’re inside a piko. (belly 

button) -Colt age 4
That’s my dad’s office, he is 
connected. -Krissy age 4

This bench is from a long time ago.  
- Mila age 4 The flowers (rainbow shower tree) are 

connecting with strings. - Dempsey age 3 

The tunnel (drainage) is connected 
to the pump there. - Max age 3 This is my Daddy’s school, but he can’t 

come here. It’s my school now.  
- Jackson age 3 

The wall is connected. - Yuki age 3

As we had intended, the children were also making observations beyond Mid-Pacific as 
one child commented that she could see Diamond Head, and that Diamond Head is by her 
house. A connection to geographical landmarks help us to reference location and also 
connect us to places too far to see but that we know are nearby. Another level of 
connection that the children were connecting with was their memory of the space—such 
as flying kites on the football field, even though no kites were present or visible on the day 
of the walk. The memory of flying kites in the space was as vivid to this child as a visible 
connection. On the way back, another child was watching the different types of birds 
eating the same fruit that had fallen from the date tree, as he pointed them out it brought 
to mind the idea of connection based on shared commonality. A connection the children 
had alluded to earlier when they mentioned our school uniforms.


The shade is connected to the road  
- Rory age 4 That’s a cattle egret. They are called 

that because they like to live where 
cattle are. - Kai age 3

Wanting to unpack the children’s discovery and thinking further, the next day during 
group meeting the teacher tossed to the children: The other morning we thought about 
connections beyond Mid-Pacific, and yesterday, we looked for interconnections you 
found at Mid-Pacific. Some referred to things they saw, some referenced things they did, 
and some had questions about what they saw. Again the teacher used the same tools to 
create a visual, only this time the circle drawn to represent Mid-Pacific took up the entire 
page and the children’s ideas of connections found filled in the circle. With each addition 
of an idea, the teacher made sure even though she was taking the technical aspect out 
of having the child create the marks themselves, that the marks were indeed how each 
child wanted it to look.


The images at the top of this document are on the left for connections beyond Mid-
Pacific, and on the right connections within Mid-Pacific. At the end of our group meeting, 
one of the children casually commented, “The ‘beyonds’ were the hardest ones.” What 
an astute observation since, yes, the connections which we can’t see, the ones “beyond” 
would be more complex.  


There is a quote by John Berger, from his book Ways of Seeing. 


Seeing comes before words. The child looks and recognizes before it can 
speak. But there is also another sense in which seeing comes before words. 
It is seeing which establishes our place in the surrounding world; we explain 
that world with words, but words can never undo the fact that we are 
surrounded by it. The relation between what we see and what we know is 
never settled.

Perhaps this child is referring to the same complexity that art critic, novelist, painter 
and poet John Berger spoke of in his work. Perhaps he has come to the realization that 
seeing is the easy part, finding connections is the easy part. "And the beyond connect 
is the hardest.”- R.K.


