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Inquiry work is different every year; no 
two projects are the same.  

This is because every year we have a new 
community of learners, and each one of them 
brings their own unique ideas and opinions to 
our learning community. 
  
A big part of our work as teachers in the first 
semester is to develop the dispositions of 
an inquirer -to wonder, ask questions, be 
curious, observe, collect information, 
theorize, reflect, co-construct, and 
collaborate. It is a process that lays the 
building blocks, the foundation of a life-long 
learner.  

Because these dispositions are so valuable to 
us, and because we believe that teachers and 
children construct inquiry together, teachers 
meet twice a week to go through the children's 
theories, ideas, and work, discussing how we 
can provide provocations and experiences 
that will move our learning community forward. 



During our summer’s Jump Start Kindergarten, with the intent of having the children come to know their larger Mid-
Pacific campus and community, we took the children on several walks around campus. The children visited a space 
behind Kawaiahaʻo, the oldest building on campus. They revisited the space many times, and we began to take 
notice of what the children were interested in and how they experienced the space. As the new school year 
began, we invited the children to walk around the campus to see and learn about the rest of the school. 

As the children explored the campus, we documented their conversations and observations through 
photographs. In looking at this initial documentation, we noticed that children come to know a space 
in different ways. For instance, some would move about in the space as though they were tracing the architecture 
with their bodies, like walking through each aisle of Bakken Auditorium or following a “path” created by tree 
branches or cement benches. Others would notice specific objects, while others would examine areas they could 
look into and out of, like windows.  



Through our observations, two research 
questions surfaced: 
How do children make sense of and come 
to understand the space they are in? 
Do children use the same protocol in 
every space?  
We know from past research that if children 
are visiting a new space, it is hard for them 
to settle into the space because of its 
novelty. On one of our walks, the children 
visited two mansions, owned by Mid-
Pacific, that sit high up on a hill, 
overlooking the rest of our school.  
We decided that this would be a space we 
could revisit and further our research on 
how children come to know a space. 

We watched as the children eagerly moved 
through the space, which included 
pathways around each house, as well as a 
connecting stairway. Through 
photographs, we also observed and 
documented the children's thoughts, 
ideas, and theories.



This is a space of endless possibilities, for both 
the children and the teachers! And it is a space 
we can settle into and revisit. 

In the past couple of months, the children have 
been visiting these houses and engaging in this 
recursive inquiry process. After looking at the 
children's initial theories and interests, we 
noticed that they were observing the space 
with regards to age/history, sounds, smells, 
man-made things, natural things, and secret 
things. 

The children are trying to understand the 
identity of the space by looking through these 
lenses. In order to help the children go deeper 
into their observations and theories, we created 
groups in which the children chose a specific 
lens (above theories) to help focus on and 
strengthen their own thinking processes.

As the children have been visiting this space 
with their groups, they have also begun to use 
tools and materials to help them with this 
process. Two materials we have chosen are 
photography and drawing.  



Photography helps the children capture their ideas to reflect on them. They also 
use the camera to help them develop the way in which they observe - getting 
closer to or moving farther away from their subjects to focus in on details or 
looking at their subjects from different angles to gain perspective - which takes 
the children beyond just looking at the object. 

“You can hear a 
little hum from the 

tree.”

“The glass 
must be very 

old.”



Children reflecting on their photos
“There was doors [big 

mansion]. There was a lot of 
space. That place was very, 

very interesting.”

“The bridge looks like where 
we come through, a beautiful 
place.  When we go through 
it, there’s like a new place.”

“I recognize the little cave that we went to. When 
we were on the little balcony, I was wondering if 

anyone lived there. Because if no one lived there, 
why would the house even be there?”

“It looked like it was all 
white. [along the path to the 

coconut tree is the secret 
door] I saw the secret door 

the other day.”



The children have also been 
given time to experience 
different drawing materials in 
the studio. 

The goal is for the children to 
gain a better understanding of 
the drawing tools so they can 
clearly communicate their 
observations of the space 
(e.g.; using skinny markers for 
details or graphite to cover 
space). 

These tools are also being 
paired with the iPad Pro and 
Apple Pencil to add another 
tool in their observation 
toolbelts.



“The house is old, so the tree is old. A long time 
ago the people that lived here planted it.”

The age group making drawings in the space

“The tree is old because the moss 
is growing on it; when it is young, 
things aren't growing on it, yet.”

“See the parts that 
don’t have leaves… 
they have fallen off 
because it is old.”



We are at the beginning of our 
inquiry process, and it is such a 
crucial time, because we are 
supporting and building the learning 
process itself. Even somewhat 
routine skills, like listening to each 
other's ideas, are extremely 
important in the process of 
collaboration and co-construction.  

Interwoven within this pdf are some 
images and quotes to help illustrate 
the inquiry process in which the 
children are working to understand 
our current space.


